UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS NATURAL AREAS
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Research Use Permit Application
Application Information (Please Type or Print)

Name - 


Campus Address - 
 


Phone - 


e-mail - 
 


Position - 
 


Advisor and Phone (if student) - 

Title of Project - 

Area(s) to be used - 

Objectives of use - 

Methods/Design - 

Expected beginning and conclusion dates of field work - 

Frequency of visits - 

Will other students/technicians be doing unsupervised field work? - 

    Names, if known - 

Detailed description of project location (attach map if applicable) - 

Detailed description of any disturbances to be made - 

Special requests, comments, keys needed - 

Describe color, size, placement, etc. of any markers, materials, or flagging- 

Answer the following if sample collecting is to be performed:

Species or objects removed - 
Number of specimens or samples - 

End disposition of specimens - 

State or Federal permit numbers (if applicable) - 

Registered permit holder (if applicable) – 

**The applicant will be held responsible for any actions that negatively affect the integrity of the research site or disrupt the work of other researchers. Further, the applicant is responsible for the removal of all research materials from the site after the study has been concluded. Failure to follow these guidelines may result in denial of future research permit applications. Do not put in permanent markers or use paint before contacting this office.**
Signature - 

Date - 

Return completed and signed (electronic signatures accepted) form to:
James Ellis

Natural Areas Coordinator

Illinois Natural History Survey

1816 S Oak St

Champaign, IL 61801

jellis@illinois.edu
217.244.5695

UI Natural Areas Usage Guidelines

Access to University of Illinois Natural Areas is limited to authorized teaching and research activities. They are closed to the public and to recreational activities. To obtain permit applications for research or class field trip permits, contact James Ellis (jellis@illinois.edu or (217) 244-5695).

Permit Procedures 

Researchers and instructors may contact the Natural Areas Coordinator to obtain permission to enter sites to determine suitability for research. After procedures, location, and study design have been determined, a permit application must be filled out. After the Coordinator determines the proposed study will not create undo disturbance or interfere with ongoing studies, permission will be granted. If the project involves multiple components involving different researchers (i.e. graduate students), each researcher should submit an application for their portion of the study. No permanent plots or markings will be established until the permit is approved.

Long-term studies can normally be expected to be renewed each year. Any substantial changes in the study (e.g. additional areas, sampling changes, changes in materials or markings, etc.) must be updated on the permit before the changes are made. If there is any doubt about the effects the changes may have, please contact the Coordinator to discuss. Every effort will be made to accommodate researcher's reasonable requests.

Markings and Materials 

Be specific on the permit as to what markings and materials will be used and where they will be placed. Use of paint or permanent markings must be cleared through the CNA office prior to use. 
Removal of Research Materials 

The applicant is responsible for the prompt removal of all markings and materials at the end of each study. Please do not alter or remove markings or materials that are not your own. Markings and materials which appear abandoned or of unknown origin will be removed by the Coordinator.

Each researcher is responsible for returning the site to its original condition upon completion of the project. Advisors are ultimately responsible for ensuring that their students clean up their sites. Future permits may be denied to researchers until past project materials are cleaned up.

Phillips Tract Research Plots 

Phillips Tract provides areas for research involving manipulation of the environment (e.g. soil disturbance, plantings; only minor manipulations are allowed at other sites). Requests for the use of research plots should be made in late summer so that any plowing, disking, planting, etc. can be scheduled and completed by the following spring. UI Natural Areas has a limited ability to provide agricultural plots due to a lack of farm equipment and support staff.

Course Field Trips 

It is important that permits for class field trips be turned in at least two weeks in advance of the scheduled trip to avoid conflicts with ongoing research or other class visits. Students should be cautioned to stay on trails as much as possible and avoid any research markings. Some areas have restrictions on class use. Please contact the Coordinator to help plan field trips.
Publication Submission 

Published research (peer-reviewed articles, theses, reports, book chapter, etc.) from any work done on UI Natural Areas shall be forwarded to the Coordinator. Please send full citation and a copy or reprint (electronic preferred) of published work to James Ellis, jellis@illinois.edu.
