Property Evaluation Form For Lakesmart Awards Program

The following evaluation and recommendations are based on commonly accepted Best Management Practices. The intent of this program is to improve or maintain the property for water quality. In most cases, award properties should exceed the minimum shoreland zoning regulations.  This evaluation covers only areas that were visually inspected and is based on site conditions apparent at the time of inspection. 

Please look out for violations of Environmental Law.  We can not give a LakeSmart award unless the violation is fully remediated.  It is the evaluator's prerogative to withhold a LakeSmart award for properties that have been recently altered in a way that negatively affects water quality.  If in doubt, hold off making an award.  Consult the lake association for more information.  This program should not be linked to enforcement action.  If you have any question about the award qualifying score, do not give out the sign; wait for DEP confirmation.
Body of Water/Watershed:    Great Pd
Evaluator   Shannon, Welch 
Date    1 June 11
Property Owner(s)     Colby College
Mailing Address     5000 Mayflower Hill
Telephone number(s)
207-859-5000
Email address
  c/o Whitney King:  dwking@colby.edu
Own for # Yrs 
  ?  Year round or seasonal?    FORMDROPDOWN 

Town: Belgrade
Road Name or Fire Lane#   80 Snug Harbor Ln, Belgrade
Permission to post name on web and newspaper?  Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
  No FORMCHECKBOX 

Award winners will receive a framed certificate.

Send signs (circle one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
yes, send 1,    

yes send 2       FORMCHECKBOX 





     FORMCHECKBOX 
no, gave them 1    
no, gave them 2   FORMCHECKBOX 
 

Lakesmart Award Status: 


Score

Recognition?

Section 1 Driveway… (11/15 to qualify)

12

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Section 2 Structure… (13/18 to qualify)  
14

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Section 3 Yard... (22/33 to qualify)
 
21

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Section 4 Shore…  (25/37 to qualify)
 
14  

 FORMDROPDOWN 

(For shorefront properties only)
Sections 1- 4  = LAKESMART AWARD        
    FORMDROPDOWN 

Section 5 Undeveloped land (11/15 to qualify)     

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Comments (successes or other news worth story):
PLEASE make a copy and return original with a copy of recommendations with invoice within 2 weeks to Barb Welch either electronically to barb.welch@maine.gov or snail mail to Maine DEP, 17 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0017.   

 Section 1: Driveway and Parking Areas 

	Criteria
	Ranking System 
	Points

	The driveway and parking area are defined and minimized 
	0 = undefined and/or excessive   

1 =  somewhat defined and/or excessive  

2 = mostly defined, slightly excessive   

3 = well defined and minimal in size
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Driveway and parking surfaces are stable with no signs or erosion
	0 = > 10% eroding  

1 = between 5% and 10% eroding  

2 = between 1% and 4% eroding  

3 = no erosion
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Shoulders and ditches are stable with no signs of erosion
	0 = > 10% eroding  

1 = between 5% and 10% eroding  

2 = between 1% and 4% eroding  

3 = no erosion
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Stormwater moves as sheet flow over driving surfaces (Except when channelized due to water bars or other BMPs designed to move water off road surface)
	0 = mostly channelized  

1 = more channelized than sheet flow   

2 = more sheet flow than channelized   

3 = entirely sheet flow
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Stormwater flow from road surface is directed to an effective vegetated buffer or other BMP
	 0        1           2         3

None    Some        Most          All
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Total Available Points =15
	(11 to qualify)      Total =
	12


Recommended Action(s):   Driveway is stable and you passed this section but if you want to go beyond to be a model property, plant some groundcover & shrubs where runoff from the driveway  is going (at the bottom of drive by chain) to treat the stormwater.  A rubber razor blade could be used at the base of the driveway to divert water to the right and into the well vegetated buffer. I am unsure of the exact way the drive sloped but if it slopes to the left the razor could still be used.
Section 2: Structures and Septic System

	Criteria
	Ranking System 
	Points

	Roof runoff is infiltrated or directed to rain garden, barrel or stable outlet
	 0        1          2           3

None    Some        Most           All
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	*Pet wastes are not a threat to water quality (Do you have a pet?)
	0 = much waste evident   1 =  some waste evident 

2 =  no waste evident       3 = no pets 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	*No evidence of septic system malfunction (What is the age of your septic system?) 
 Out houses, grey water systems and holding tanks are considered legal septic systems.  If an outhouse is utilized, a grey water system must be in place for household sink drains. 
	! 0 = significant evidence of malfunction 

1 =  no knowledge of system design and/or location or system installed pre-1974 and potential evidence of malfunction  

2 = Post-1974 system and potential evidence of malfunction 

3 = no evidence of malfunction
	!  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Septic system free of woody vegetation so system is not threatened by roots
	0 = much vegetation

1 = some vegetation    

2 = threatened by encroaching vegetation  

3 = free of woody vegetation
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	*Septic system regularly pumped and maintained (How often do you pump your septic system?)
	0 = more than 5 years        1 =  every  4 to 5 years   

2 = every  3 to 4 years   

3 = every 2 to 3 years or less 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Home heating oil tank or exterior toxic chemical storage (like gas, pesticides..) does not pose a threat
	0=exterior tank or toxic chemical container is leaking or rusty or not covered and where snow/ice cascading off roof would hit it 

1=exterior tank not covered, but not located where it could be hit by cascading ice            

2=exterior tank has valve cover 

3= exterior tank is completely covered or there is no exterior tank or  toxic chemicals 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	* ! Decks, stairs, … meet the setback requirement of 100 feet unless grandfathered  (What is age of structure?)
	Refer to Shoreland Zone Decision Tree for help.

Eligible – OK for award

Ineligible – no award allowed
	!

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ok

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no

	Total Available Points = 18
	(13 to qualify)              Total =
	14


 !     A LakeSmart award cannot be issued if there is a malfunctioning septic system
*       Means this is a question to ask owners

Recommended Action(s): Many portions of the property are very good and you passed this section but if you want to go beyond to be a model property, figure out where the sink grey water is going and if necessary treat through stone trench or fabric covered pipe drain or other practice.  Since the water is not under pressure, it is not necessary to build a true grey water system (small septic system with leach bed).  Outhouse is good way to deal with black water. 

Section 3: Yard, Recreation Area and Footpaths 
(Immediate area around home 1 acre or less) 
	Criteria
	Ranking System 
	Points

	Soil erosion is not occurring on site
	0 = > 10% eroding       1 = between 5% -10% 
2 = between 1% - 4%       3 = no erosion
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Stormwater flow goes to an effective vegetated buffer or other BMP
	  0           1           2          3

None         Some        Most            All
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	* Use of pesticides and herbicides are omitted or minimized.  Pests are only spot treated as needed.  (Please tell me how you control pests? )
	  0           1           2           3    

Never    Sometimes     Mostly     Always  
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	*Use of fertilizer is minimized and only used based on soil test.  (How often do you fertilize your lawn or plants?)
	0 = Areas fertilized yearly   
1 = Areas fertilized less than 1/year   
2 = areas fertilized based on soil test  
3 = fertilizer is never  used 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Lawn area is minimized 

	0 = Excessive             1 =  Moderate    
2 = Minimized            3 = No lawn 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	*Turf is maintained at 2.5 to 3.5 inches and Clippings are left on lawn (What do you set your mower height at?) 
	  0            1              2         3    

Never       Sometimes      Mostly    Always
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Duff layer is maintained wherever possible (duff layer is thick & deep; mulch is a secondary solution)
	0 None     1  Some duff and/or mulch  

2 Most areas with duff and/or mulch   

3 All areas with duff        
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Natural uneven topography is maintained, restored or enhanced
	0        1           2          3

None    Some        Most          All
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Cultivated areas are properly mulched
	 0        1           2             3

None    Some        Most     All mulched or no
                                                  cultivated areas                            
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Recreation areas are defined and limited
	  0         1              2           3

None    Somewhat       Mostly          All
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Paths are limited, defined, curved and do not convey runoff directly into lake. (Receives full points if there are no paths but there is no obvious need or observed foot traffic.)  
	  0         1              2           3

None    Somewhat       Mostly          All
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Total Available Points = 33
	(22 to qualify)                Total =
	21


* Means this is a question to ask owners
Recommended Action(s):   You are very close to an award here!  Reduce the lawn area a little - so there is still room for frisbee, etc but so not whole front of camp is lawn.  Leave the duff - don't rake.  Deliniate paths to lake using vegetation or erosion control mulch; currently there are no clear paths so the area is trampled.  Also mulch a path from driveway  to camp and camp to lake.  Extend buffer garden creating 10’ of plantings for the entire water front while leaving a small opening for access to the lake.



 Section 4: Shorefront and Beach Area 

	Criteria
	Ranking System 
	Points

	Buffer is properly sited  along shoreline including drainage ditches  
	 0        1           2         3

None    Some         Most         All
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	! Buffer contains 5 tiers of vegetation: canopy, shrub, understory, ground cover, duff that are effective in filtering stormwater 
	0 =  no tiers effective            1 =  1 tier effective  

2 = 2 tiers effective              3 = 3 tiers effective

4 = 4 tiers effective              5 = 5 tiers effective or all    possible tiers as occur naturally  
	! FORMDROPDOWN 


	Buffer vegetation is composed of native or native friendly species  
	0 =  mostly invasive plants      1 =  mostly native friendly           2 = both native friendly and native   3 = all native plants 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Buffer is receiving sheet flow, not channelized, concentrated flows
	0 = all flow concentrated     1 =  most flow concentrated      2 = most flow is sheet       3 = all  flow is sheet flow
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	! Buffer is sufficiently wide to filter stormwater effectively.  (The steeper the slope, the wider buffer needs to be.  The widths given assume a relatively flat area.  The larger the area draining to the buffer, the wider the buffer needs to be.)
	0 = less than 10 feet in width        1 =  10 to 20 feet   

2 = 21 to 30 feet                        

3= 31 to 40 feet    

4= 41 to 50 feet 
5 = over 50 feet in width, negative slope  or natural ice berm intact
	!  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Duff layer is maintained wherever possible (duff layer is thick & deep; mulch is a secondary solution)
	0 None      1  Some duff and/or mulch  

2 Most areas with duff and/or mulch   

3 All areas with duff        
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Natural uneven topography is maintained, restored or enhanced
	0         1           2          3

None     Some        Most          All
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Shoreline is stable 
	0 = mostly unstable       1 =  moderately unstable 

 2 = mostly stable         3 = totally stable
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Shoreline is natural.  Where riprap or concrete is used, it is vegetated and limited in size or appropriate to location as a BMP
	0 = 100% unvegetated    1 = 33% to 99% unvegetated      

2 = 1% to  33% unvegetated 

3 = Totally naturalized shoreline or appropriate with location.
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Pathway and dock area designed to compliment buffer (least impairment to buffer)
	0 = Effectiveness of buffer is compromised 
1 =  some buffer still functioning     2 = most buffer still functioning      

3 = Design of pathway and dock totally compliments buffer
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Beach or swimming access is stable and designed to prevent runoff 
	0          1             2         3    

No     Somewhat       Mostly       Yes
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Total Available Points = 37
	   (25 to qualify)     Total =
	14


! A buffer of 3 tiers, at least 10 feet wide (even if berm or neg. slope), and an effective width required for LakeSmart award regardless of score.
! All decks, stairs, etc. whether temporary or permanent, must meet the setback requirement of 100 feet unless grandfathered (built before 1986) in order to receive a LakeSmart award.  Refer to Shoreland Zone Decision Tree for help.
Recommended Action(s):    Some of your practices are lake friendly but to do more to protect the lake and receive an award: Need to create an effective buffer along shore that is at least 10' wide and has 3 effective tiers - could be erosion control mulch, blueberries, small trees.  (can purchase blueberry sod that creates a buffer quickly)    Suggest moving fire ring away from shore to allow buffer to expand there.  Delineate paths as mentioned in yard section.  Riprap could be placed along the shoreline where boats have been brought in and out. There is some undercutting and bare dirt which could be held in place with a small riprap job and make the area look nice. 
Section 5 Undeveloped Land (Bonus Recognition) 

All areas in excess of  the one acre immediately around the home  

	Criteria
	Ranking system 
	Points

	Low % of impervious surfaces
	0 = > 10%                           1 =  between 5% and 10%   

 2 = between 1% and 4%    3 = < 1%
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Low % of lawn and cleared areas 
	0 = > 30%                               1 =  between 15 and 30%     

2 = between 15 and 7%          3 = < 7%
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Paths or road through undeveloped land is stable
	0= numerous eroding roads 

1 = a few eroding roads       

2 = 1-2 well stabilized paths             3 = no paths
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Condition of undeveloped land is undisturbed
	0 = recently cleared or graded with little vegetation    

1 = several recently cleared or graded plots         

2 = a few disturbed areas   

3 = mature native forest.
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Conservation Easement on land
	0 = no     1 = considering    2 = In process    3 = Yes
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Total Available Points = 15
	(11 to qualify)             Total =
	  


Recommended Action(s):        
Thank you for participating in the LakeSmart Program!

The following recommendations are based on commonly accepted Best Management Practices.  The intent of this program is to encourage people to maintain properties that protect lake quality.  This evaluation covers only areas that were visually inspected and is based on site conditions apparent at the time of inspection.

Lake:     Great Pond
Owner:     Colby Outing Club
Recommendations:      
Many portions and practices on the property are very good and protective of the lake.  The shoreline and yard need more lake friendly practices to qualify for a LakeSmart Award.  And if you want to go beyond to be a model property, here are some suggestions.

Driveway: Passed this section but if you want to go beyond to be a model property, plant some groundcover & shrubs where the runoff from the driveway is going - at the bottom of drive by chain - to treat the stormwater.  A rubber razor blade could be used at the base of the driveway to divert water to the right and into the well vegetated buffer. I am unsure of the exact way the drive sloped but if it slopes to the left the razor could still be used. 
Structures & septic: Passed this section but if you want to go beyond to be a model property, figure out where the sink grey water is going and if necessary treat through a stone trench or fabric covered pipe drain or other practice.  Since the water is not under pressure it is not necessary to build a true grey water system (small septic system with leach bed).  A infiltration trench could be used under the porch drip line which is located on the lake side of the house. This would allow the water from the roof to be directly infiltrated into the ground. 
Yard: You are very close to an award!  Reduce the lawn area a little - so there is still room for frisbee, etc. but not so whole front of camp is lawn.  Leave the duff - don't rake.  Deliniate paths to lake using vegetation or erosion control mulch; currently there are no clear paths so the area gets trampled.  Also  mulch path from the drive way to the house and one leading to the lake would help to centralize foot traffic. Extend buffer garden creating 10’ of plantings for the entire water front while leaving a small opening for access to the lake.
Shorefront: Need to create an effective buffer along shore that is at least 10' wide and has 3 effective tiers - could be erosion control mulch, blueberries, small trees.  (can purchase blueberry sod that creates a buffer quickly)    Suggest moving fire ring away from shore to allow buffer to expand there.  Deliniate paths as mentioned in yard section.  Riprap could be placed along the shoreline where boats have been brought in and out. There is some undercutting and bare dirt which could be held in place with a small riprap job and make the area look nice. 
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Lakesmart Award Status: 


 Yes/No
SECTION 1
Driveway and Parking
 
  FORMDROPDOWN 

SECTION 2 Structures and Septic

  FORMDROPDOWN 

SECTION 3 Yard, Recreation and Paths
  FORMDROPDOWN 

SECTION 4 Shorefront and Beach Area
  FORMDROPDOWN 

(For shorefront properties only)

LAKESMART AWARD


  FORMDROPDOWN 
, not yet
SECTION 5 Undeveloped Land

 
Reviewer    Shannon, Welch    Date    1 June 11
Reviewer contact info   Maggie Shannon 207-242-6368     or    msshannon@roadrunner.com  or Barb Welch: 287-7682
For more information on LakeSmart, check out our web site at 
www.MaineDEP.com, click on DEP Home page and put LakeSmart in Search DEP.
LakeSmart Property Evaluation Form   May 2010

