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Music Program
Fall 2019
Dear Parent(s) of Fifth Grade Students:
Your fifth grader will participate in either General Music or Beginning Strings this year, led by a team of qualified and credentialed teachers. The curriculum is aligned to the National and State standards for Visual and Performing Arts.  Fifth grade students may join Beginning Strings or General Music. The General Music curriculum will include instruction in recorder and small percussion instruments, and music theory.  Each music class meets once a week during the school day.  The Beginning Strings curriculum will include instruction in either violin or cello, and music theory.  Please take the time to make an informed decision about participation in beginning strings, as this requires a commitment to practice daily at home, bringing the instrument to school once per week, and performing in 1 to 2 evening concerts.  Once your child has been placed into the selected music class, your child will be committed to that class for the entire school year.
In order to support your child’s success in the music program, please wait until instructed by your child’s music teacher before renting an instrument. This will ensure you are renting the proper size instrument and accessories.
The first meeting with students will be an orientation about Beginning Strings and General Music. At the second meeting, students will turn in their music program interest form and strings students will be sized for their chosen instrument.  Information on instrument rental or purchase will be given out.  The most common way to obtain a musical instrument is a monthly rental from a music store.  If you already own an instrument for your child to play, we recommend that you take it to a music store to have it inspected and serviced to ensure that it is in optimal playing condition.  A major obstacle to success is an instrument that is the wrong size or in poor playing condition.  If your child wishes to enroll in beginning strings, but you are unable to obtain an instrument due to great financial difficulty, please indicate this on the application questionnaire.
To assist you in budgeting and decision-making, here are some approximate costs you will incur when you purchase supplies from a music retailer.  A list of music stores will be provided at the second lesson.
Required Supplies
(Purchased from a music store)
One Time Costs (Estimate)
                                                                 Music Book (Required)            
$11.00
String Supplies

$16.00
Music Stores’ Approximate Monthly Rental Costs
Violin

$20-25 per month
Cello

$35-50 per month

Saddleback Valley Unified School District
2019-2020 Music Program Interest Form
Your child will participate in Music as part of the core curriculum. Please read carefully and complete this questionnaire.  Return this form to your child’s music teacher by your second music lesson
Student Name ______________________________________________________________________________________                        


School______________________          Classroom Teacher   ___________________________________     Grade ______ 
5th Grade Music Preference:     ______     Beginning Strings      OR     _______ General Music  
Parent Signature______________________________________________________________
* If you choose General Music do not complete the rest of this form.
 


String Instrument choices available to 5th Grade students:
Please specify your choice of instrument:              Violin       –      Cello
_______________________________________

__________________________________________
1st Choice






2nd Choice
You must have an instrument by the 3rd week of school.
Please select one of the following 3 choices of how you will get your instrument:
________   Option 1: We already own an instrument that is in good, playable condition. 
________   Option 2: We will rent from a music store. 
________   Option 3: We do not own an instrument and are not able to rent an instrument, but I would like my student             to participate in beginning strings.

 
My child and I understand that participation in Beginning Strings is a commitment for the entire school year.  This includes daily home practice and 1 to 2 evening performances.  The instrument must be brought to school once per week on the music class day.  I will do what I can to support my child’s need to practice on their own. 
________________________________________

__________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                           Date


Student Signature                                               Date
Parent/Guardian Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Phone Number _____________________________________________________________________
Primary Email:  _____________________________________________________________________________________
