[image: NEWb_wWitsCREST]Faculty of Commerce, Law and Management
School of Economic and Business Sciences
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
[bookmark: __DdeLink__1393_291124572]Ethics Clearance Form (ECF)
(Please type the information requested, as no handwritten form will be accepted)

Section A
	A1
	Surname
	
	First name:
	

	A2
	Title (tick one)
	
	Prof
	
	Dr
	
	Mr
	
	Ms
	
	Mrs
	
	Other

	A3
	Department/ Division
	

	A4
	Staff / Student Number
	
	
	Full time 
	
	Part time
	
	Staff

	A5
	Name of Supervisor(s)
		                                                    Supervisor’s ext: 
	
	



Section B
	B1
	Title of research:

	B2
	Is this research for degree purposes? 
	
	Yes
	
	No

	B3
	If so, for what degree?
	
	Honours
	
	MCom (Coursework)
	
	Other (specify): 

	B4
	Has it been approved by a properly 
	
	
	Yes
	
	No

	
	constituted research panel or supervisor?
	
	
	
	

	
	

	B5
	Does this research involve human participants?                        
	
	Yes
	
	No



Section C
	C1
	Where will the research be carried out?

	C2
	(a) What are the aims of the research?
(b) What are the objectives of the research?


	C3
	Has appropriate formal permission been 
	
	Yes 
	
	Not 
	
	Pending (must be 

	
	obtained, if required (e.g. employer, land owner, government department, etc.)? Permission should be on official letterhead of the organisation concerned
	
	(attached)
	
	required
	
	supplied before permission is granted)

	C4
	Do you have or had any financial or other 
	
	Yes 
	
	No
	
	Potential conflicts of 

	
	interest associated with your research participants or with the organisations that you will work with during your research?
	
	
	
	
	
	interest may exist

	C5
	If yes, please explain how you will manage any existing or potential conflicts of interest.

	NB: If the research does not involve human participants please skip the following and fill in the last section (section I)
        
       Section D   (To be completed only if research involves human participants)   

	
	How will data on human research participants be collected?

	D1
	
	Questionnaires, schedule/list of questions, structured interviews or formal protocol 

	D2
	
	Semi-structured or unstructured interviews 

	D3
	
	Ethnographic observation, participant observation, other informal descriptive and / or action research methods

	D4
	
	'Focus group', seminar/discussion group, or other group-orientated research 

	D5
	
	Community-based, participant, or technique such as drama workshops, community theatre, training workshops, participant rural appraisal (PRA), rapid rural appraisal (RRA), etc.

	D6
	
	Research on/in therapeutic or counselling contexts

	D7
	
	Observation of public performance, and/or public behaviour observation

	D8
	
	Photography, video and/or audio recording

	D9
	
	Mapping or other techniques that involve direct interaction with participants (otherwise exempt)

	D10
	
	Other research methods or techniques—explain 



	D11
	How will informed consent be 
[bookmark: _GoBack]obtained?
	
	Formal 
(Signed form)
	
	Informal or 
	
	Other (e.g. public 
 speech)

	
	
	
	
	       Verbal
	

	D12
	How will potential participants be accessed/ approached?




Section E
	E1
	Who will the research participants be?

	E2
	What is the age range or minimum age?
	

	E3
	Does this research expose either the participants or the researcher to any 
	
	Yes
	
	No

	
	potential risks or harm that they would not otherwise be exposed to?
	
	
	
	

	E4
	Will research involve vulnerable categories? 
	
	Yes
	
	No

	
	NB: The term ‘vulnerable categories’ includes , among others, children under 14, orphans, persons with cognitive or communication disorders, people who are traumatised or currently in traumatic situations.

	E5
	If vulnerable categories are involved, state which ones:

	E6
	How will any existing vulnerabilities among research participants be addressed?


Research conducted among vulnerable categories MUST be referred to the University Human Research Ethics Committee (non-medical) for approval. http://www.wits.ac.za/academic/researchsupport/19110/ethics_and_research_integrity.html

Section F
	F1
	Can participants’ confidentiality be guaranteed? 
	
	Yes
	
	No

	F2
	Can anonymity be guaranteed in resulting report, thesis or publication?
	
	Yes
	
	No

	F3
	(a) Explain how this will be done?
(b) What will participants be told in this regard?



NB: While confidentiality may be desirable, it cannot be guaranteed in, for example, focus groups, or ethnographic observation. Similarly anonymity should be preserved in questionnaires, but cannot be offered in workshop methodologies, focus group research, etc. All data however should be kept confidential and safe from unauthorised access once it has been collected.  Informants should have the right to remain anonymous in the final report, and this must be respected in handling of all data relating to them.

Section G

What is to be done with the research data after completion of the project? 
Data to be destroyed (need to justify why data is to be destroyed)                              

G1

G2
Data to be archived and preserved from unauthorised access                                               

NB:  All data should be preserved in a way that respects the nature of the original participants’ consent. 

Section H

How will the results be reported, and who will have access to this/ these? 
(Final Research report, dissertation or thesis will be available via Wits library)                              

H1

H2
Additional other reporting- please specify:                                               


Section I
Signatures (Required)
Declaration: We, the signatories, declare that all information on this form is correct and that we will strive to maintain the highest ethical standards in this research, according to disciplinary and university expectations at all times, recognising that ethical practice in research is required throughout the process.
	
	
	
	Date
	Name
	Signature

	I1
	Applicant
	
	
	

	I2
	Supervisor  
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