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Scholarship Application 
Form 

 

  
 

Graduate Admissions Office 
 
 

 
This form should be completed if you wish to apply for admission as a graduate student at the University 
of Cambridge. 
 
For assistance throughout the form, see the Appendix (from page 17). 
 
Paper applications to the University of Cambridge are subject to a £100 application fee. This can be paid 
using your credit or debit card through the University’s online shop: 
www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/applying-paper. Please ensure that you enter your order 
number on the last page; you must also include a copy of your notification of product purchase with your 
completed application. 
 
If you have previously been admitted to a Graduate course at the University of 
Cambridge, please tick this box:  
 
 
SECTION A: PERSONAL DETAILS 
 
Details captured within this section will be used to identify you with your application. 

If you are an international student and require a visa to study at the University of Cambridge, the details you 
provide below must match the corresponding details in your passport. 

Name (this should be your legal name)  Name 
(previous)  

If you used a different name during previous 
study at Cambridge, please include it here. 

Last (family)   Last (family)  

First   First  

Other names   Other first names  

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr etc)   Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr 
etc) 

 

Preferred name 
(optional) 

  

Date of birth   

 
 
 
 
SECTION B: CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Information captured within this section will be used to contact you. Most communications will be sent via email. 

If these details change after submission of your application you must contact the Graduate Admissions Office so 
that they can update your records. 

 Contact Address   Home (permanent) Address (if different) 
Country  

  

 
Number/street   

   

   

Town or city   
County/province 
(optional)   

Postal code (optional)   

 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/applying-paper


This address is valid 
until (optional) 

   DD/MM/Y
YYY 

 

   DD/MM/YY
YY 

 

 

Email Address  
 

Please write very clearly, we will use email to 
communicate with you during the application 
process. 

Primary phone number  
  

Secondary phone 
number (optional)   

Skype Address 
(optional)  

If you have a Skype address, this may be 
used in the event of you receiving an interview 
request. 

 

 
 
 
SECTION C: NATIONALITY & VISA 
 

The information collected in this section is required to enable the appropriate assessment of the following: 

• Your fee liability (home / EU / overseas) 

• Your eligibility for funding competitions 

• Your visa requirements (for international applicants) 

It will not affect the academic assessment of your application; however, should you be recommended for 
admission, it will enable the Graduate Admissions Office to process your offer more quickly and for you to be 
considered for relevant funding. 

Nationality  

Second nationality (optional)  

Country of birth  
Has your country of birth been your 
ordinary residence since birth? (yes 
/ no) 

 

If yes, which country do you 
currently reside in?  

Where have you been ordinarily 
resident in the last 5 years? 

UK  

EU (non-UK)  

Norway/Iceland/Lichtenstein/Switzerland  

Channel Islands and Isle of Man  

Rest of the World   
 
Based on your nationality declaration above, do you believe that you will 
require a Tier 4 visa to enter the UK? 

Yes        No 

If you ticked ‘No’ above, please tick the box below to indicate the reasons why 
you do not think you require a Tier 4 visa. Please provide copies of any UK visas 
you hold. 

  

 

  I am a UK or EU Citizen (You do not need to complete the rest 
of this section) 

 I have Indefinite Leave to Remain 

 I have Indefinite Leave to Enter  I am a resident by Right 

 I have a student visa  I do not have a UK Visa 

 I have a UK Ancestry visa  I have Limited Leave to Remain 

 I have a Tier 1 Visa  I have a Tier 2 Visa 

 I have a Tier 4 (Student) Visa   I have a Dependant Visa 

 I have a Prospective Student Visa  I have a C-Visit-Student 



 I am Visa Exempt (Please provide details)  I have an application in progress with the UKVI (e.g. applying for 
British Citizenship) 

I hold a temporary visa not shown above (Please provide details) Other (Please provide details) 

 
 

 
 
SECTION D: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
The information collected on this page will not affect the academic assessment of your application; however, it is 
required for the following reasons: 

• To enable the appropriate assessment of your maintenance liability 

• To enable the appropriate assessment of your accommodation and other support requirements (if you 
are bringing family) 

• Your legal gender is collected for compulsory statutory return and to ensure that your application is sent 
to the appropriate colleges for consideration 

 
What is you legal gender? 
 

 Female 
(please tick) 

 Male 

Passport Details  
(Please only complete this section if you are a non UK 
citizen. This is the passport we expect you to enter the UK 
with. 
If you renew your passport, you MUST send us a copy). 

 Name confirmation 

Please tick here to confirm that the name you have 
provided on this application form is exactly as it appears 
on your passport. 

Passport Number  

Issue Date  

Expiry Date  
 

 Passport confirmation 

Please tick here to confirm that you have supplied a copy 
of your passport with this application. 

Academic Progression 
Have you ever required a visa to study in the UK? If yes, please provide details of that visa/those visas in the spaces provided below 
(space for up to three visas) to include: 

- Visa type 
- Highest qualification obtained on the visa 
- Visa start date 
- Visa end date 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Do you have any relevant unspent criminal convictions? 
Please see our website for further information: http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/graduate-admissions-policy/graduate-
applicants-previous-criminal-convictions 
 
 

 Yes 
(please tick) 

 No 
 

(1) About your family while you are in Cambridge 

 
About your family while you are at the University of Cambridge 
 
 
This information is required to calculate your expected financial liability, and to help Colleges arrange accommodation. If 
you are made an offer of admission, we shall increase the amount of maintenance required for each additional financially 
dependent family member (see your expected financial commitment on the www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance). 
Applicants requiring a visa to study in the UK should take note of UKVI regulations on bringing any dependents on 
a student dependent visa, particularly those applying for courses that are shorter than 12 months. Please see the 
following link for further guidance: www.internationalstudents.cam.ac.uk/applying/uk-immigration/tier-4-family 
 

 I will be unaccompanied  

 
I shall bring a partner or 
spouse 

Name of partner or 
spouse*:   

 

  
Is he/she also applying for graduate study at Cambridge? (tick box)    
 
*If your partner is either an applicant to the University of Cambridge or already in residence, please 
give the name they have used in their application. 

 I shall bring one child Date of 
birth:   (DD/MM/YYYY) 

 

 I shall bring a second child Date of 
birth:  (DD/MM/YYYY) 

 

 I shall bring a third child Date of 
birth:  (DD/MM/YYYY) 

 

 

Will all the people indicated be financially dependent on 
you?    Yes 

 

 No 
  

If no, please give details below: 

 
  

 

 
 
 
SECTION E: REFERENCE REQUEST 
 
References are provided by your referees via our secure online Referee Portal and should be provided within 7 
days of the submission of your application. You must provide details of two referees who are able to reference, in 
English, your academic ability. 
 
Please note that your referees’ email addresses must be academic email addresses.  
Names and addresses of your academic referees 
Prior to completing this section, please see www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/supporting-
documentation/academic-references for information regarding references. 
If your referees do not have e-mail addresses, please note that you are responsible for contacting them to request a 
reference. 
There is an electronic reference system in place that will automatically contact your referees if you provide an email 
address for them. 
 First academic referee  Second academic referee 

Title    
Full name    
Academic email 
address 

   

Phone number 
(optional) 

   

Job title    

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/graduate-admissions-policy/graduate-applicants-previous-criminal-convictions
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/graduate-admissions-policy/graduate-applicants-previous-criminal-convictions
http://www.internationalstudents.cam.ac.uk/applying/uk-immigration/tier-4-family
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/supporting-documentation/academic-references
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/supporting-documentation/academic-references


 
If your referee does not have an email address, your reference will need to be provided on paper. See the 
Help and Guidance in the Appendix for more information. 
 
 
SECTION F: ACADEMIC HISTORY 
 
Starting with the most recent, please provide details of any previous or current degree-level study. You will be 
required to upload evidence of this study in your Self Service account after submitting your application. 

Academic Awards: If you have any prizes or academic distinctions that you feel may benefit your application, 
please indicate up to a maximum of five beneath your academic history. 

Details of your academic history 
Name of University 
(include country) 

Subject 
(include Faculty/Department) 

Degree/ 
qualificati
on 

Date 
started 

Date 
obtained / 
to be 
awarded 

Grade 
received / 
expected 

      

 
 
Academic awards/distinctions obtained (list only the most important) 

Name of award Reason for award Date of award Value of award, if 
any (£) 

    

    

    

    

    
  

 
 
 
SECTION G: EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
 
Please provide details of any current or former employment history that you feel may benefit your application, 
including work experience, internships or volunteer work. 

If you have more than five current or former job roles that you would like to be taken into consideration, you are 
advised to upload your CV as part of your supporting documentation upon submission of your application. 

Alternatively, if you do not have any relevant employment, leaving this section blank will not prejudice your 
application. 

 
Details of your employment History 

Department    
Institute / 
Organisation 

   

City    
Country    



Start date Leave date (leave blank 
if still in post) Job title Employer (including city) Country  

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     
  

 
 
SECTION H: ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
The University requires all applicants to demonstrate competence in the English language at a very high 
level before they begin their proposed course of study. Adherence to this requirement is strict, especially for 
candidates on one-year courses. Evidence of competence in the English language will be assessed at the point 
of offer and, if it is relevant, an English Language condition may be set. 
 
Please declare one of the following: 
 
I am a national of an English-speaking country  
 
I have recently studied for 3 years at a level equivalent to a UK Bachelor degree in an English-speaking 
country  
 
I have completed an approved language test and will provide the results  
 
I have taken/booked an approved language test and will provide the result when it is available  
 
I am planning to book an approved language test and will provide the result when it is available  
 
Other, please give information: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION I: RESEARCH 
 
If your course requires a research proposal, provide the title of the research below and provide a summary. To 
find out if a research proposal is required, please check your course in the Course Directory. 

If you wish to work under a particular supervisor, state that person’s name here. 

If you are not required to upload a research proposal, you may use this section to state the areas you are 
interested in researching. If you are applying for a taught course you may leave this section blank. 

 

Summary details of research proposal 
If your course requires a research proposal, please provide a summary of your research proposal with its title below. 
 



Research title (optional):  

 

 

 
 

If you wish to work under a particular supervisor, or 
supervisors, state their name(s) here (optional):  

 

Research summary (optional): 
 

 

 

 

Research experience (optional): 

 
 

 

 

 
 
SECTION I: COLLEGE MEMBERSHIP 
 
The University of Cambridge is a collegiate university and all graduate students must become members of a 
college. 

Your college preferences will not impact on the academic decision of admission, but should you be made a 
formal offer of admission, your application will be sent to these colleges for consideration for membership.  

You may choose up to two Cambridge Colleges to consider your application. If you do not indicate a preference 
in this section, a college will be allocated for you. You cannot amend these preferences after you have submitted 
your application. Should you receive a conditional offer of admission from the Board, your application will be sent 
to your 1st choice College and then your 2nd choice College if they are still open. Should neither College offer 
you membership, or should your two preferred Colleges be closed, your application will be circulated to other 
Colleges.  
 
In the College Preference Form below, write "1" in the box next to your 1st College preference, and "2" in the box 



next to your 2nd College preference. No other preferences will be taken into consideration. If you have studied at 
Cambridge before, please also write the name of your previous College in the ‘Existing College Membership’ 
section on the right.  
 

College Preference Form   Existing College Membership 

Do not tick the boxes - you must write a number to show your order of preference.  If you are already a member of a 
Cambridge College, please indicate 
which one. This is for the Board’s 
information only, and does not constitute 
an application to the College. 
 

Colleg
e 
Name 

 

 

 

 

If you wish your application to be 
considered by this College, you must 
also name it as one of your choices in 
the College Preference Form on the left. 
 

You should contact this College if you 
consider naming another College as first or 
second choice. 
 

 
 
 
 
* Colleges for women only 

 Christ’s 

 Churchill 

 Clare 

 Clare Hall 

 Corpus Christi 

 Darwin 

 Downing 

 Emmanuel 

 Fitzwilliam 

 Girton 

 Gonville and Caius 
 

 Homerton 

 Hughes Hall 

 Jesus 

 King’s 

 Lucy Cavendish * 

 Magdalene 

 Murray Edwards * 
 

 (formerly New Hall) 

 Newnham * 

 Pembroke 

 Peterhouse 
 

 Queens’ 

 Robinson 

 St Catharine’s 

 St Edmund’s 

 St John’s 

 Selwyn 

 Sidney Sussex 

 Trinity 

 Trinity Hall 

 Wolfson 

 Open Application 
 

 

 
 
SECTION J: OTHER INFORMATION 
 
This section asks for further information in support of your application; this information will be considered by the 
department when assessing your application. 

We also ask in this section how you heard about the course and, if you have submitted or intend to submit any 
other applications for future study, where and what have you applied for. This information assists us in correctly 
marketing and advertising our courses and does not affect the assessment of your application. 

 
Reason for applying/statement of interest (optional): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Career goals (optional): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional information to support application (optional): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did you hear about the course (optional): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have made other applications to the University of Cambridge or any other institution this year, give 
details here: 
 
 

Degree Programme of study/research Name of University 
(include country)  Department/Faculty 

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

 
 
SECTION K: FINANCES 
 



Estimated annual amount in £ sterling required for your proposed course at Cambridge 
You will need to consult the following webpage for course costs: http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees  
 

University Fee (Annual Amount) £ 

Maintenance Allowance (Minimum Annual  Amount) £ 

Total estimated annual financial commitment £ 

 
Tick this box if you have, or have you applied for, any funding for this course  
 
Funds you are confident of raising annually to finance your course 
All graduate students will be asked to demonstrate, before they begin their course, that they have enough finance in place for 
the duration of the course. You should check your estimated minimum financial commitment in the graduate 
prospectushttp://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance 

If you already have this finance in place (from either scholarships/grants or personal funds), or have submitted applications for 
funding but not yet heard, you should complete this section. 

This information will be used by the funding bodies when making decisions on scholarships and by colleges to help forecast the 
likelihood of your arrival in the event that you are not awarded additional funding. 

Information provided within this section will not affect the academic decision to admit you to the course, or your eligibility for 
merit based scholarships. 

If you need to convert your currency into £ sterling, you should use a currency conversion site such as www.xe.com or 
www.oanda.com 

Source Details                                                           Secured 
(y/n) 

 £ per year   Duration 
(yrs)   

Scholarships and grants 
Please give details of any 
scholarships and/or grants that 
you have secured for your course 
at Cambridge 

  

 

£  

Personal funds 
Please give the source(s) and 
amount(s) of any personal funds 
you are able to contribute 
towards the cost of your course 
(e.g. income, savings, capital, 
etc) 

  

 

£  

Other funds 
Please give the source(s) and 
amount(s) of any other funds you 
are able to contribute towards the 
cost of your course 

  

 

£  

   

Total funds available annually towards the cost of your course 

 

£ 

Annual shortfall, if any, between the total funds available and the cost of your course 

 

£ 

 
 
 
 

 
SECTION L: FUNDING APPLICATION 
 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance
http://www.xe.com/
http://www.oanda.com/


Please use this form to indicate a need for funding – this will not affect the academic decision about your 
admission to a degree course. You can apply to the funding bodies listed below using this form; but please check 
their individual websites for full information about eligibility criteria. 
 
The University, its Colleges, the Cambridge Trust and Gates Cambridge collectively offer a large number of 
awards, scholarships and bursaries for full time applicants. University funding includes Research Council grants, 
Trust fund donations, and many research partnership grants and scholarships. 

To be considered for most of these awards, all you need to do is declare below that you wish to be considered for 
funding AND then submit your application before the relevant funding deadline (depending on your fee status). 

To see which awards you will be considered for by completing this section, please see the Cambridge Funding 
Search (http://www.student-funding.cam.ac.uk/). 

 

If you wish to be considered for funding, including merit based scholarships, please tick this box  

If you have ticked the box above and you have identified any scholarships in the Cambridge Funding Search or 
the Cambridge Trust search that you particularly wish to be considered for please list them here and say why you 
are eligible for them. If you leave this section blank you will still be considered for those scholarships for which 
you are automatically considered. 

 

  

 
Gates Cambridge Scholarships 
 

If you wish to be considered for Gates Cambridge Scholarship, please tick this box  
 
If you have ticked the above box, in no more than 500 words, please explain why you are applying for a Gates 
Cambridge Scholarship and how you meet the four main criteria. Full details about how to apply, including 
selection criteria and guidance on completing this personal statement, can be found at 
http:www.gatescambridge.org/apply/. 
 
 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/funding
http://www.student-funding.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.student-funding.cam.ac.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Details of your personal referee for the Gates Cambridge Scholarship 
Your personal referee should be someone of appropriate standing who can comment on your suitability for a Gates 
Cambridge Scholarship (e.g. an academic or employer who can comment on your academic ability, leadership capacity and 
commitment to improving the lives of others) For full details see www.gatescambridge.org/apply/how-apply/personal-
reference 
 
The personal referee should not be a family member, a friend or yourself. 
 

First/Given name  

Last/Family name  

Phone number 
(optional) 

 

Job title  

Department  

Institute/Organisation  

City  

Country  

  
 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr 
etc)  
 

Email  
 

 

  

http://www.gatescambridge.org/apply/how-apply/personal-reference
http://www.gatescambridge.org/apply/how-apply/personal-reference


 
SECTION M: EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Information collected in this section will be used for statistical purposes to see if our Equal Opportunities 
Policy is working. If you are successful, we will pass anonymised data to the Higher Education Statistics 
Agency (HESA) as part of an annual report. 

The disability information collected also enables us to assess what additional support you may require. We invite 
you to disclose any disability so that you can be put in contact with the Disability Resource Centre who 
will establish what support, if any, is required to enable you to study effectively. 

Under the Equality Act 2010 a disability is any physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long 
term adverse effect on an individual’s ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.  

Completing this section will not affect the academic decision to admit you to the course. 

 
 
 Ethnic Origin 

Please tick the appropriate box to indicate your background. If you do not wish to provide information in 
this section, tick the ‘Information refused’ box. 
 

 White  (10) 

 Gypsy or Traveller(13) 

 Black or Black British – Caribbean (21) 

 Black or Black British – African (22) 

 Other Black background (29) 

 Asian or Asian British – Indian (31)  

 Asian or Asian British – Pakistani (32)  

 Asian or Asian British – Bangladeshi (33) 

 Chinese (34) 

 Other Asian background (39) 

 Mixed-White and Black Caribbean (41) 

 Mixed-White and Black African (42) 

 Mixed-White and Asian (43) 

 Arab (50) 

 Other Mixed background (49) 
  

 Other Ethnic background (80) 

 Information refused (98) 

 

 
Do you have a disability, specific learning difficulty or long-term health condition? 

Please tick the appropriate box below. If you do not have a disability, special needs or a medical condition, 
use code 00 (‘I have no known disability’). If you do not wish to provide any information in this section, use 
code 97 (‘Information refused’). 
 
 
 

http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/policy/equal.html
http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/policy/equal.html
http://www.disability.admin.cam.ac.uk/


 I have no known disability (00) 

 
I have two or more impairments 
and/or disabling medical 
conditions (08) 

 
I have a Specific Learning 
Difficulty (e.g. 
Dyslexia/Dyspraxia/AD(H)D (51) 

 

I have a social/communication 
impairment such as Asperger’s 
syndrome/other autistic spectrum 
disorder (53) 

 

 

I have a long standing illness or 
health condition such as cancer, 
HIV, diabetes, chronic heart 
disease, or epilepsy (54) 

 

I have a mental health condition 
(e.g. 
depression/schizophrenia/anxiety 
disorder) (55) 

 

I have a physical impairment or 
mobility issues (e.g. difficulty 
using arms/using a wheelchair or 
crutches) (56) 

 
I am deaf or have a serious 
hearing impairment (57) 

 

 
I am blind or have a serious visual 
impairment uncorrected by glasses 
(58) 

 
I have a disability, impairment or 
medical condition not listed above 
(96) 

 Information refused (97) 

  

 

  

 
If you would like to provide further information, please do so here (optional): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION N: EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
If you have a disability, we welcome your application and we will treat you fairly. 

You may be invited for an interview, either in person, or via a video chat or voice call service. If you would like to 
tell us about any adjustments you may need to help enable us to treat you fairly, please let us know here (e.g. if 
you are a wheelchair user). 

Completing this section will not affect the academic decision to admit you to the course. 

If you require adjustments to the interview process, please disclose your required adjustments here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION O: DECLARATIONS AND SIGNATURE 
 

Why have you made your application on paper (rather than online)  
 

 
 



 
Declaration and Data Protection 

The information you have provided forms the legal basis of your application to the University of Cambridge. We reserve the right to 
refuse admission in the event of any misrepresentation by you. Submission of an application does not imply an offer of admission. 
Read the following statement carefully before you sign your application. We cannot accept your application without your signature 
and the date below. 

 
1 DATA PROTECTION STATEMENT FOR GRADUATE APPLICANTS  

 
The University of Cambridge, the Cambridge Colleges, The Gates Cambridge Trust and the Cambridge 
Commonwealth, European and International Trust (and their collaborators) will process your personal data (as 
defined by the Data Protection Act 1998) for the purpose of processing your applications for admission and funding 
as follows: 

• we may keep a copy of information provided in respect to your application and use the information to collect 
anonymised statistics or monitor equal opportunities (or both); 

• we may use or disclose information provided in respect of your application for research purposes, but no 
information which could identify you will be published; 

• we will confirm that you are an applicant or student to banks and other third party organisations, as 
requested by you in writing; 

• we will share your information as necessary with: your referees; the appropriate staff at the Cambridge 
Colleges, the Cambridge Trusts and the University; your current and former educational institutions; any 
relevant external funding bodies; and, in the case of international applicants, the British Council or other 
appropriate agencies; 

• in order to prevent or detect fraud, we may provide information from your application to outside 
organisations including the police, the Home Office, local authorities, examination boards or awarding 
bodies, and the Department for Work and Pensions and its agencies; 

• where relevant and as required, we will provide information from your application to UK Visas and 
Immigration in order to act as your sponsor for visa purposes; 

• if accepted, we will further use your personal data in any manner and for any purposes described and 
published on the University’s website and amended from time to time (http://www.information-
compliance.admin.cam.ac.uk/data-protection/student-data); 

• if accepted, we will return data about you to the Higher Education Statistics Agency (as described 
at http://www.hesa.ac.uk/collection-notices) and other external agencies as required; 

• if accepted, and if you subsequently apply to continue as a graduate student, all of the material contained in 
your current application will be made available to the parties mentioned above, alongside your continuation 
application. 

 

 

2 I certify that all the information given in this application is complete and accurate, and I understand that if I have 
given false or misleading information the University of Cambridge will not admit me as a Graduate or Postgraduate 
student, and may take legal action against me. 
 

 

3 I certify that I am the original and sole author of all work submitted as part of this application, except where clearly 
indicated otherwise. 
 

 

4 I understand that if my application is unsuccessful, the papers relating to it will be destroyed, and cannot be returned. 
 

 
 

  
 

   

NAME (PRINT) SIGNATURE     DATE (DD/MM/YYYY) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.information-compliance.admin.cam.ac.uk/data-protection/student-data
http://www.information-compliance.admin.cam.ac.uk/data-protection/student-data
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/collection-notices


 
  

 

A fee of GBP £100 for each graduate admission application is applicable.   
 

Applications without payment will not be processed. 
 

Completed paper applications must be accompanied by proof of online payment in the form of your order number (please state this in 
the box below) and notification of product purchase.  
 
Order number: 
 
If you are unable to pay online, you must include a cheque or banker’s draft for GBP £100 which must be made payable to ‘The 
University of Cambridge’ and be drawn on a UK bank account.  You may incur a service charge from your bank.  We regret that we 
are unable to accept payment in foreign currency or cash.  
 

This form is only part of your application to Cambridge. Do not submit it without the other information we require. You 
should read the ‘How to Apply’ section of the Graduate Prospectus prior to submitting your application, 
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply  

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply


 
APPENDIX: HELP AND GUIDANCE 
 
 
 
The following text has been put in place to assist you in completing the paper application form correctly. If you 
have any queries that are not answered by the appendix, please contact the Graduate Admissions Office directly. 
 
  
SECTION A: PERSONAL DETAILS 
 
The information collected is required to correctly identify you and will be used for all communications from the 
University. 

If you will require a visa to study at the University of Cambridge you must ensure that the details provided in this 
section match the corresponding details in your passport. This is important as the information that you provide 
will be used by the Graduate Admissions Office to prepare your Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS), 
which is required to complete your visa application form. 

To see if you will require a visa to study, see the Graduate Admissions website: 
http://www.internationalstudents.cam.ac.uk/applying/uk-immigration. 

For more information about CAS, see the Graduate Admissions website: 
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/immigration/cas. 

 

First name / Given name 

If you have a passport, the first/given name that you provide in your application should match the first/given name 
in your passport. 

We recognise that naming customs across the world vary, but it is important that you follow the set format 
required by the University. This matches the format that is used by UK Visas and Immigration. 

If you are uncertain about the format in which you should enter your name, there is a guide that you can follow on 
the Graduate Admissions website: http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/faqs/applicant/how-should-i-fill-legal-
name-section-application-form 
  

Last name / Family name 

If you have a passport, the last/family name that you provide in your application should match the last/family 
name in your passport. 

We recognise that naming customs across the world vary, but it is important that you follow the set format 
required by the University. This matches the format that is used by UK Visas and Immigration. 

If you are uncertain about the format in which you should enter your name, there is a guide that you can follow on 
the Graduate Admissions website: http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/faqs/applicant/how-should-i-fill-legal-
name-section-application-form 

 

Preferred name 

If the name you are commonly known by is different to the name provided in this section and you would like to be 
identified as such throughout communications, use this field to state your preferred name. 

  

If you used a different name during previous study at Cambridge, please include it here. 

If you have applied to the University of Cambridge under a different name previously, regardless of level of 
qualification applied for, please provide us with details of the name used previously. 

This information is required to ensure that your student record is correct. 

http://www.internationalstudents.cam.ac.uk/applying/uk-immigration
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/immigration/cas
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/faqs/applicant/how-should-i-fill-legal-name-section-application-form
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/faqs/applicant/how-should-i-fill-legal-name-section-application-form
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/faqs/applicant/how-should-i-fill-legal-name-section-application-form
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/faqs/applicant/how-should-i-fill-legal-name-section-application-form


  

Date of birth 

At the point of the course being applied for starting, applicants must be aged 16 years or older to be able to 
submit an application. 

 

 
SECTION B: CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Within this section, you are asked to provide both a phone number and contact address that you will have 
constant access to throughout the application process. These, along with the email address that have provided, 
may be used to communicate the progress of your application and will form part of your student record. It is 
important that you have access to these in order to respond to any requests where necessary, as well as 
enabling you to stay fully informed of the status of your application. 

The primary place to see the status of your application, however, is your Self Service account. You will have 
access to this within 36 hours of submitting an application. 

  

Primary/Secondary phone number 

For international numbers, please use standard international access codes (e.g. +33 for France). 

Mobile numbers are acceptable as a primary and/or secondary phone number. 

You can amend the phone numbers that you provide at any point in your Self Service account, which you will 
gain access to within 36 hours of submitting your application. 

  

Skype address 

For some courses an interview is required before you are accepted onto your chosen course. In some cases, this 
may be achieved via a Skype video call. 

Although it is no way expected that you have a Skype account, this information is useful during the process of 
arranging interviews. 

If you do not provide a Skype address, it is important to note that your application will not be prejudiced. 

  

Contact address 

Any address provided here will be assumed to be your main contact address; as such, this address must be 
available and accessible up until the date that the course you are applying for starts. This is to ensure that any 
postal communication is received. 

You can amend this address at any point in your Self Service account, which you will gain access to within 36 
hours of submitting your application. 

  

Home address 

If your contact address is not where you normally live, you should provide details of your home address here. 
Your home address should be your permanent address. 

You can amend this address at any point in your Self Service account, which you will gain access to within 36 
hours of submitting your application. 

  

Valid until 



If you expect to leave the address listed prior to the date the course you are applying for starts, please indicate 
the date in which your address is likely to change. 

Although this question is optional, by providing a 'valid until' date, you ensure that postal communications are not 
sent to the wrong address once you have changed address. 

If you do not know when you are likely to change address, you are advised to leave this question blank before 
notifying Graduate Admissions once you have changed your address. 

Once your address has changed, you are advised to amend your address in your Self Service account. 

  

 
SECTION C: NATIONALITY & VISA 
 
The information collected within this section of the graduate application form is required to make the appropriate 
assessment of the following: 

 Fee liability (home / EU / overseas): http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees 
 Eligibility for funding: http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/funding 
 Visa requirements: http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/immigration 
 Language test requirements: http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-

english/will-i-have-language-requirement 

Nationality 

Your nationality is used to help determine your fee status 
(http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees/what-my-fee-status) and your language test requirements. As 
such, it is important to ensure that you declare the correct country. 

The nationality that you select should match the nationality identified in your passport. 

To estimate your fee liability, check the page for the course you are applying for on the Course Directory on the 
Graduate Admissions website. 

 

Has your country of birth been your ordinary residence since birth? 

For a country to be considered as your country of ordinary residence, you should habitually, normally and lawfully 
reside in that area out of choice. 

If you have been in a country for a period of time for either employment or education purposes, but have the 
intention to leave afterwards, the country should be considered as your country of temporary residence rather 
than ordinary residence. 

For clear definitions of what leads to a country being your country of ordinary residence, check the UK Council for 
International Student Affairs (UKCISA) website: 

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-
status#/RL?rl_playlist=playlist5638&rl_id=4 

 

Where do you currently reside? 

The country that you provide here should be your country of ordinary residence. 

For a country to be considered as your country of ordinary residence, you should habitually, normally and lawfully 
reside in that area out of choice. 

If you have been in a country for a period of time for either employment or education purposes, but have the 
intention to leave afterwards, the country should be considered as your country of temporary residence rather 
than ordinary residence. 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/funding
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/immigration
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-english/will-i-have-language-requirement
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-english/will-i-have-language-requirement
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees/what-my-fee-status
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-status%23/RL?rl_playlist=playlist5638&rl_id=4
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-status%23/RL?rl_playlist=playlist5638&rl_id=4


For clear definitions of what leads to a country being your country of ordinary residence, check the UK Council for 
International Student Affairs (UKCISA) website: 

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-
status#/RL?rl_playlist=playlist5638&rl_id=4 

 

Where have you been ordinarily resident in the last 5 years? 

Tick all of the boxes that represent places in which you have been ordinarily resident in the last five years. 

For a country to be considered as your country of ordinary residence, you should habitually, normally and lawfully 
reside in that area out of choice. 

If you have been in a country for a period of time for either employment or education purposes, but have the 
intention to leave afterwards, the country should be considered as your country of temporary residence rather 
than ordinary residence. 

For clear definitions of what leads to a country being your country of ordinary residence, check the UK Council for 
International Student Affairs (UKCISA) website: 

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-
status#/RL?rl_playlist=playlist5638&rl_id=4 

  

Passport details 

You need a valid passport if you wish to enter the UK to study. 

It is important that you ensure that the name shown in your application form matches the name in 
your passport. If the names do not match, you must change your name in the 'Personal Details' section of the 
application form. This is important as the information that you provide will be used by the Graduate Admissions 
Office to prepare your Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS), which is required to complete your visa 
application form. 

The passport that you specify within your application must not expire within 6 months of the course you are 
applying for starting. If you change your passport after submitting your application, you can change its details 
within your Self Service account. 

For more information about CAS, see the Graduate Admissions website: 
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/immigration/cas 

  

Visa details 

If you are not a national of an EEA country or Switzerland, you are likely to need to apply for a visa in order to 
enter the UK. 

Please provide details of the visa you currently hold, if any. 

 
 
 
SECTION D: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
The information collected on this page will not affect the academic assessment of your application; however, it is 
required to enable the appropriate assessment of the following: 

 Your maintenance liability: http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/maintenance 
 Your accommodation requirements (if any): http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/portal/family 
 Any additional support needs: http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/disabled-

applicants 

 

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-status%23/RL?rl_playlist=playlist5638&rl_id=4
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-status%23/RL?rl_playlist=playlist5638&rl_id=4
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-status%23/RL?rl_playlist=playlist5638&rl_id=4
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-status%23/RL?rl_playlist=playlist5638&rl_id=4
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/immigration/cas
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/maintenance
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/portal/family
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/disabled-applicants
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/disabled-applicants


  

What is your legal gender? 

For this question, please state your legal gender, as identified on your passport. 

Your legal gender is collected for statutory return and to ensure that your application is sent to the appropriate 
colleges for consideration. 
The University is committed to a policy and practice which require that, for students, admission to the University 
and progression within graduate studies will be determined only by personal merit and by performance. 

For more information, see the University's Equal Opportunities Policy: 

http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/policy/equal.html 

  

Do you have any unspent criminal convictions? 

If you have any unspent criminal convictions, please indicate so here. 

For information on how this may affect the assessment of your application, please visit the Graduate Applicants 
with Previous Criminal Convictions webpage on the Graduate Admissions website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/graduate-admissions-policy/graduate-applicants-previous-criminal-
convictions 

  

About your family while you are at the University of Cambridge 

This information is required for college accommodation purposes. If you are intending to bring children, you will 
be required to provide details of their age range; again, this is for college accommodation purposes and will not 
affect the academic assessment of your application. If you have more than five children that you intend to bring 
with you, you should upload a document with the relevant details within your Self Service account. You will have 
access to this up to 36 hours after submitting your application. 

For additional information on colleges and their available accommodation, see the College Key Facts and 
Figures webpage on the Graduate Admissions website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/colleges/key-facts-and-figures 

If you intend to bring a partner who is not financially dependent on you, your financial maintenance liability will not 
change. 

If you are intending to bring children with you and they are financially dependent on you, this will be taken into 
consideration with your financial maintenance liability. To see how this may change, it is advised that you 
estimate your annual commitment (inclusive of composition fee and estimated maintenance), which can be 
checked in the 'Finance' tab of your chosen course in the Course Directory. This is, however, an estimated 
figure rather than an exact figure. 

For further information on fees, see the Fees webpage: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees 

 

 
 
SECTION E: REFERENCE REQUEST 
 
You will be required to provide the details of two referees who can provide academic references for you written in 
English. You must request these references within this section so that they can be provided by the referee via our 
secure online Referee Portal within 7 days of submitting your application. 

You must not provide your own details, nor should you use an email address that you have access to. The email 
addresses that you do provide should be an academic email addresses. 

http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/policy/equal.html
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/graduate-admissions-policy/graduate-applicants-previous-criminal-convictions
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/graduate-admissions-policy/graduate-applicants-previous-criminal-convictions
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/colleges/key-facts-and-figures
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees


The information that you provide should be correct as of the time in which you knew your referee. Their email 
address, however, should be up to date. 

You are expected to contact your referee prior to submitting their name as a referee to notify them that you would 
like them to provide a reference. 

If you wish to change your referee prior to them providing a reference, you are also expected to notify them that 
their reference is no longer needed. 

For additional information, see the Academic References webpage on the Graduate Admissions website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/supporting-documentation/academic-references 

  

What if I am unable to provide referees? 

If you have been out of education for a period of time that means that you are unable to provide two academic 
referees, contact the Graduate Admissions Office.  

  

What if my referee does not have an email address? 

If your referee does not have an email address, please indicate this by ticking the box that states that your 
referee does not have an email address. 

In the event of a referee not having an email address, they will need to provide a paper-based reference. 

To see how to submit a paper-based reference, see the Academic References webpage: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/supporting-documentation/academic-references#paper  

 
 
 
SECTION F: ACADEMIC HISTORY 
 
Within this section you are required to enter your academic history including any courses that you are currently 
studying and will have received a grade/result for by the time the course you are applying for starts. 

You are also required to enter any academic awards and distinctions that you have received. 

The content of this section will form the basis of the academic assessment of your application. With this in mind, 
it is important that you complete it truthfully. 

Once you have submitted your application and have access to your Self Service account, you will need to upload 
evidence of all degree-level study including non-complete study. 

Applicants with international qualifications should check that their qualification meets the minimum equivalent in 
the UK. You can review this on the International Qualifications page: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/international-qualifications 

  

University name 

It is important that you type the official name of the university in its domestic format; for example, you should type 
'Universita Degli Study Bologna' rather than ' University of Bologna'. 

 

Degree / Qualification 

To aid the assessment of your application, you are requested to tell us your degree / qualification in its domestic 
format, rather than translating it into its English equivalent. 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/supporting-documentation/academic-references
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/supporting-documentation/academic-references%23paper
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/international-qualifications


For example, you should put 'Diplôme', 'Laurea', 'Gakushi' or 'Título de Grado' rather than 'Bachelor's Degree'. 

   

Final grade 

Your final grade is the result you have achieved at the end of your qualification. 

If you have completed this degree and have received confirmation of your final grade, enter it here. If the 
qualification was achieved outside of the UK, enter it in its domestic format rather than translating it into its UK 
equivalent; this should match what is shown on your official document/certificate. 

If you have not previously studied in the UK, it is important to check to ensure that the qualifications you hold are 
considered suitable preparation for entry to your chosen course. 

For more information on how international qualifications compare to domestic qualifications, visit the International 
Qualifications webpage on the Graduate Admissions website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/international-qualifications 

 

Grade to date 

If you have not yet completed this degree, provide the grade/result that you are on course to achieve. 

This is required to help set the terms of your conditional offer letter. 

If the qualification is to be achieved outside of the UK, enter it in its domestic format rather than translating it into 
its UK equivalent. 

If you have not previously studied in the UK, it is important to check to ensure that the qualifications you hold are 
considered suitable preparation for entry to your chosen course. 

For more information on how international qualifications compare to domestic qualifications, visit the International 
Qualifications webpage on the Graduate Admissions website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/international-qualifications 

  

What if I have more than 5 qualifications that I would like to disclose? 

If you have more than five qualifications that you would like to disclose to those reviewing your application, you 
are advised to upload a CV as a part of your supporting documentation. 

Supporting documents can be uploaded up to 7 days after submitting your application within the Self Service 
Portal; you will receive access to this portal via email up to 36 hours after submitting your application. 

  

Academic awards/distinctions 

If you have achieved an academic award that you would like to be included within your application, please 
provided its name, reason for award, the date it was awarded and, if there was a monetary reward, how much 
was awarded. 

Leaving this blank will not prejudice your application. 

  

 
 
 
SECTION G: EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
 
Within this section, you should provide information on any employment history that you feel will benefit your 
application. 

This is particularly important for international students as this section, along with the 'Nationality & Visa' and 
'Academic History' sections, will be used to determine your fee status. 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/international-qualifications
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/international-qualifications


For more information on fee status, see the Fees webpage on the Graduate Admissions website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees 

You can only provide details of up to five jobs within this section; if you would like to provide details of more, or 
you would like to provide more information about the job(s) that you have listed, you are advised to upload a CV 
as part of your supporting documents. Supporting documents are to be uploaded to your Self Service account, 
which you will have access to up to 36 hours after submitting your application. 

  

Employer 

The employer is the name of the company in which you are/were employed by, e.g. Apple. 

  

Job title 

The job title is the official title of the job in which you held, e.g. Lawyer. 

  

City 

You should enter the city that you were primarily in whilst operating in this job role. If you predominantly worked 
from home, please provide your home city/town, e.g. Paris. 

  

Country 

You should enter the country that you were primarily in whilst operating in this job role. If you predominantly 
worked from home, please provide your home country, e.g. China. 

For international students, the information you provide here along with the start and leave date of this term of 
employment may be used to help determine your fee status. 

For more information on fee status, see the 'What is my Fee Status?' webpage on the Graduate Admissions 
website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees/what-my-fee-status 

  

Start date 

In which month did you start this term of employment? 

For international students, the information you provide here along with the country and leave date of this term of 
employment may be used to help determine your fee status. 

For more information on fee status, see the 'What is my Fee Status?' webpage on the Graduate Admissions 
website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees/what-my-fee-status 

  

Leave date 

If you are still employed in any role that you have specified in this section, you should leave the date that you left 
the employment empty. Still being in employment will not affect the academic assessment of your application. 

For international students, the information you provide here along with the country and start date of this term of 
employment may be used to help determine your fee status. 

For more information on fee status, see the 'What is my Fee Status?' webpage on the Graduate Admissions 
website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees/what-my-fee-status
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees/what-my-fee-status


http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees/what-my-fee-status 

 
 
 
SECTION H: ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
The University requires all applicants to demonstrate competence in the English language at a very high 
level before they begin their proposed course of study. 

All applicants for whom English is not a native 
language (http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/countries_2016-17.pdf) will be asked to upload evidence of 
their Competence in English unless they have completed a qualification equivalent to a UK Bachelor's within two 
years of the start date of their proposed course of study. Evidence of competence in English does not necessarily 
need to be provided straight away, but it may form part of the terms of your conditional offer.  

Adherence to this requirement is strict, especially for candidates on one-year courses. You must be able to 
demonstrate that you are able to communicate in English at a level and in an idiom suitable to the subject. 

Please note that test results only remain valid for two years and will be verified internally by the University. 

If you would like to provide evidence of competence in English but have not been asked to do so, you can upload 
evidence within your Self Service account, which you will have access to within 36 hours of submitting your 
application. 

To see if we believe you will be required to take a language test, see the Will I Have a Language 
Requirement? Webpage: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-english/will-i-have-language-
requirement 

To see the language requirements for the course you are applying for, see the 'Requirements' tab for your course 
in the Course Directory. 

For more information on this, see the Language Requirement webpage on the Graduate Admissions website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-english/will-i-have-language-
requirement 

  

What language tests are accepted? 

To see which language tests are accepted by the University of Cambridge, check the ‘What Tests Are 
Accepted?’ webpage for an extensive list: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-english/what-tests-are-accepted 

  

What if I am yet to have evidence of Competence in English? 

Instructions on what to do in this instance can be found on the Evidence of Competence in English webpage: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/supporting-documentation/evidence-competence-english 

  

 
 
 
SECTION I: RESEARCH 
 
The information captured in this section is used to aid the assessment of your application and to provide you with 
a suitable supervisor in the event that you receive and meet the terms of your offer letter. 

The requirements of the information needed within the research title and research summary fields vary from 
course to course. For information on what is required for the course you are applying for, check the Course 
Directory. 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/fees/what-my-fee-status
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/countries_2016-17.pdf
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-english/will-i-have-language-requirement
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-english/will-i-have-language-requirement
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-english/will-i-have-language-requirement
http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/international-students/competence-english/will-i-have-language-requirement
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http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/how-do-i-apply/supporting-documentation/evidence-competence-english


  

Research title 

If your course requires that you upload a research proposal as a part of your supporting documents you must be 
specific with your research title, unless stated otherwise in the Course Directory. 

However, if you are yet to decide on a research title and are not required to be specific as per the information 
provided in the Course Directory, please indicate the area you are most likely to research, being as specific as 
you can. 

  

Research summary 

This field should be used to provide a summary of your research proposal (if required), not the full research 
proposal. The information you provide here will be used to ensure that the correct person reviews your 
application; however, this may also form part of the academic assessment of your application. 

If you are not required to upload a full research proposal as per the Course Directory, you should use this 
question to provide details of the area of study that you are most interested in researching. 

If you are required to provide a full research proposal as per the Course Directory, you will be able to upload this 
as a part of your supporting documentation upon submission of your application via your Self Service account, 
but you should use this question to summarise your proposal. 

If you are yet to decide on a specific research proposal and you are not required to provide specific detail as per 
the information about your course in the Course Directory, please provide details of the area you are most likely 
to research with as much detail as possible. 

  

Research supervisor 

If you have a specific academic in mind who you would like to be supervised by, use this field to indicate so. If 
you have multiple preferred supervisors, you may list more than one in this field. 

Please note, by indicating a preferred supervisor you are not guaranteeing that they will become your supervisor. 
Supervisor requests will only be accommodated where possible based on availability and compatibility with your 
research proposal. 

This question is optional, so if you do not have a preferred supervisor, leave this field blank. 

  

Research experience 

If you have worked on a research project, either for your first degree or subsequently, please describe your work 
here. Your account should be intelligible to anyone who is not a specialist in your field. 

If you have no such experience, leaving this blank will not prejudice your application. 

 
 
 
SECTION J: COLLEGE MEMBERSHIP 
 
Details captured within this section of the Graduate Application Form enable colleges to enrol successful 
applicants based on their suitability and the college preferences selected. 

If you do not select a college preference, your college will automatically be assigned to you by a college allocator. 

If you are already a member of a college and have chosen a different college as your number one preference, it 
is advised to contact your current college to notify them. 

It is important to note that your college preferences, regardless of whether you wish to switch colleges, will not be 
taken into consideration during the academic assessment of your application. 



For more information on Colleges and their role within the University of Cambridge, see the Colleges webpage 
on the Graduate Admissions website: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/colleges/choosing-college 

If you have a disability and would like to know about the accessibility of each of the colleges, you are advised to 
check the 'Access in Colleges' page on the Disability Resource Centre website: 

http://www.disability.admin.cam.ac.uk/access-around-university/access-colleges 

  

First college preference 
Using the information available on the ‘Colleges’ section of the Graduate Admissions website 
(http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/colleges/choosing-college), as well as the colleges' individual websites 
(http://map.cam.ac.uk/colleges/), tick the college that you would most like to be a member of from the list. Upon 
submission of the application form and acceptance to the course you have applied for, your application will be 
sent to this college to be judged in terms of suitability to the college by the college. 

Once you have been assigned a college, you will be notified. 

Success rates of those who become a member of their preferred college vary from college to college, but it is 
important to note that you are in no way guaranteed to be accepted by your first or, if you have one, your second 
choice college. 

  

Second college preference 

Those who are not accepted by their preferred college will have their application sent to the college selected as 
their second preference. 

Please note, by not selecting a second college preference, you will not increase your chances of being accepted 
by your first choice. 

If you were not accepted by your first or second choice college, your membership will be auto-assigned by the 
college allocator. 

  

Are you already a member of a University of Cambridge college? 

If you have ever been a member of a college at the University of Cambridge before, you benefit from being a 
member of that college for life.  

 
 
 
SECTION K: OTHER INFORMATION 
 
To aid the assessment of your application you should use this section to differentiate yourself from other 
applicants by providing additional information on why you are applying to the University of Cambridge, why you 
are applying for this course in particular, your future aspirations and any other information that you feel may 
benefit your application. 

This information will be used by the colleges in particular when they assess your suitability to their college.  

Reasons for applying/statement of interest 

To help differentiate yourself from other applicants, you should use this question to provide additional information 
about why you have chosen to apply for a course at the University of Cambridge and why you have applied for 
this course in particular. 

  

Career goals 

Use this question to provide information about your intended career goals. 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/colleges/choosing-college
http://www.disability.admin.cam.ac.uk/access-around-university/access-colleges


  

Additional information to support application 

If there is something that you wanted to include in your application that you feel would benefit your application, 
but you have not had the opportunity to do so up until this point, provide additional information within this field. 

  

How did you hear about the course? 

Information collected from this question will be used for internal reporting purposes. 

  

Have you submitted any additional applications? 

If you would like to disclose the applications you have made to either the University of Cambridge or any other 
institutions, please indicate the course and university here. 

This is an optional question and your answer will not affect the academic assessment of your application. 

This will, however, be used by the University for internal reporting purposes which are unrelated to application 
assessments. 

 
 
 
SECTION L: FINANCES 
 
Please give details of any other scholarships, grants, loans or any other sources of funds that you have secured, 
or applied for, for your course at Cambridge, as well as any personal funds you are able to contribute towards the 
cost of your courses (e.g. income, savings and capital). 

This should not include any funding that you have applied for through the application form within the Applicant 
Portal, such as awards through Cambridge Trust and Gates Cambridge. 

This section should be used, along with the Maintenance Calculator, to help you understand the difference 
between the finance you have, or may have, available to you and how much your estimated minimum annual 
financial commitment is: 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance 

Information provided within this section will not affect the academic decision to admit you to the course. 

Any information collated in this section may be used by the colleges to forecast the likelihood of your arrival in the 
event that you receive and meet the terms of your offer letter and are not awarded additional funding. 

If you do not feel that you will have enough finance to meet your estimated minimum annual financial 
commitment, you are advised to apply for additional funding through both the 'Funding Application' section of the 
application form and the Cambridge Funding Search:  

http://webservices.admin.cam.ac.uk/camfunds/gfinder.jsp?status=new&reset=reset 

  

 
 
 
SECTION M: FUNDING APPLICATION 
 
The University and its colleges have a large number of funding schemes available for all applicants. For 80% of 
these schemes, all you need to do is complete the funding section of this application form and submit your 
application by the funding deadline for your course. 

Please check the Course Directory for the funding deadline of the course you are applying for. 

Upon submission of your application, some of the following schemes may contact you for further information: 

• Cambridge Trust (https://www.cambridgetrust.org/) – provides funding for applicants of all nationalities 

http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance
http://webservices.admin.cam.ac.uk/camfunds/gfinder.jsp?status=new&reset=reset


• Colleges (http://webservices.admin.cam.ac.uk/camfunds/gfinder.jsp?status=new&reset=reset) – provide 
funding for applicants of all nationalities 

• Research Councils (http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/finance/funding/uk-research-councils) – 
provide funding for mainly UK and EU applicants, but also some non-EU applicants 

• Gates Cambridge (https://www.gatescambridge.org/) – provides funding for non-UK applicants 

Our best applicants will receive funding from one of the above schemes. 

Some applicants, particularly those applying for research courses, may already have secured funding prior to 
completing this form from a funded research project (http://www.graduate.study.cam.ac.uk/courses/funded-
research-projects) or from an external funding body. Please complete this section accordingly. 

The Cambridge Funding Search provides details on the different funding schemes available, and if an additional 
application is required: 

http://webservices.admin.cam.ac.uk/camfunds/gfinder.jsp?status=new&reset=reset 

  

Do you wish to be considered for funding, including merit based scholarships? 

By stating yes, you will be considered for University funding; this includes funding from Cambridge Trust, their 
partners and the colleges. 

However, there is lots of competition for limited funding. As such, by indicating that you would like to be 
considered for additional funding, you are not guaranteeing that this will be received. Despite this, it is very much 
encouraged that additional funding is requested if it is required.  

Any answers provided in this section will not affect the academic decision to admit you to the course. 

  

Do you wish to be considered for a Gates Cambridge Scholarship? 

Gates Cambridge Scholarships are open to citizens from outside the UK to pursue a full-time postgraduate 
degree in any subject at the University of Cambridge. 

Full details are available from: 

http://www.gatescambridge.org/ 

 
 
 
SECTION N: EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
 
Information collected in this section will be used for statistical purposes to see if our Equal Opportunities Policy is 
working. If you are successful, we will pass anonymised data to the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) 
as part of an annual report. 

Under the Equality Act 2010 a disability is any physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long 
term adverse effect on an individual’s ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. We invite disclosure of any 
disability or condition which is likely to require additional support during their time at Cambridge. 

By disclosing a disability you will be put in contact with the Disability Resource Centre to establish what support, 
if any, is required to enable you to study effectively. Your department and College will have access to this 
information, but it will not be considered when assessing your application. Information provided about 
your ethnicity will not be accessible. 

For more information about how the Disability Resource Centre supports people with a disability, see their 
website: 

http://www.disability.admin.cam.ac.uk/about-drc 

 
 
 
SECTION O: ADJUSTMENTS 
 

http://webservices.admin.cam.ac.uk/camfunds/gfinder.jsp?status=new&reset=reset
http://www.gatescambridge.org/
http://www.disability.admin.cam.ac.uk/about-drc


If you have a disability, we welcome your application and we will treat you fairly. We will adjust the selection 
process, where reasonable, to enable you to do as well as you can. Please explain any adjustments you need in 
the box below to help us do this. 

This information will not be shown as part of your application and it will only be visible in our system to the 
administrator(s) responsible for the course. They will only share this information with those making selection 
decisions if this is required in order to put the reasonable adjustment you have requested into place. 

For information about how the Disability Resource Centre supports people with a disability at the University of 
Cambridge, see their website: 

http://www.disability.admin.cam.ac.uk/about-drc 

 

http://www.disability.admin.cam.ac.uk/about-drc
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