Local Access Forum Annual Review Form
April 2015 to March 2016

Name of LAF Exmoor

Name of LAF Chair Philip Park

Name of LAF Secretary | Sue Applegate & Carol Carder

Total number of LAF members 11

Number of members representing users of public rights of way or access land

Number of members representing owners and occupiers of access land or land
over which PROW subsist

Number of members representing other interests

Number of full LAF meetings held 2 Number of sub-group meetings held

Number of working groups led by 0 Number of training days provided by 0
others the Appointing Authority

How many km of PROW have been 0 How much funding did the LAF (or £0.00
improved due to LAF input? an associated body) raise? '
How many extra volunteer hours were committed to public access (not including 0
LAF committee meetings)?

Partners your LAF worked with during 2015/16 (click on a box or type X’)

Local Nature Partnerships [ Local Enterprise Partnerships []
Health and Wellbeing Boards [] Iélfgu%ER funding Local Action ]

LAF achievements/making a difference?! Please give examples to illustrate how your
LAF has improved public access to land for the purpose of open air recreation and the
enjoyment of the area. Do you think your LAF has made a difference to public access in
your area via its discussions and actions?

Forum members visited the ENPA depot to gain an insight into the work of the Field Services
Team, to look at and comment on the practicalities of flood repair work on a public right of
way and to look at an ofline issue to gain an appreciation of the complexitities and legal
issues when the used routes and defnitive routes of public rights of way not not coincide.

The Forum attended site visits to look at a key site affected by the Coastal Access legislation
in October 2015 which will enable it to comment knowledgably as the Exmoor section from
Minehead to Combe Martin is assessed.

The forum produced an audit of current provision of disabled access information. The
Forum is seeking to recruit suitable new members to help set up a working group to inform
further work on this priority.

The Forum recevied presentations from the 'Moor to Enjoy' Health & Wellbeing Project and
the project officer from the Lynton to Barnstaple Railway extension. The latter was
instrumental in enabling the Forum to provide detailed comment during the planning
consultation on the impact on the PROW network and make recommendations to secure
permenant, definitive links of an appropriate status.

What activity did your LAF undertake to help record historical PROW before 20267

! These achievements form an important part of the national annual report that is submitted to
Defra/Minister and help to promote the work and good practice of LAFs
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None

Please add numbers to the following differentiating between formal consultations and
general advice given by the LAF on particular subjects. If a consultation covered more than
one subject area, please count separately.

Consultations Advice Optional Detail

Green Infrastructure strategies

Transport (LTP, traffic management, rail,
DfT, Highways Agency)

Water / Coast (slipways, flood defence,
EA, shoreline)

Public open space (public space
protection orders

Dog control/exclusion/on leads/fouling
orders

Planning applications /Housing
development schemes

Land use and planning matters (e.g.
informal advice on land development)

Local development frameworks and
planning strategies

PROW creation, diversion or closure -
number of each

Recording lost ways/historical rights -
working towards the 2026 cut-off

Right of Way Improvement Plan review

Route improvements (to PROW and
other multi-user/cycling/horse- 1
riding/walking routes)

Promotion of access, open air recreation
and the enjoyment of the area

Vehicular access and issues relating to
motorised use of PROW

Parish Council or other grant schemes

Access for people with reduced mobility

Commons, village greens

Open Access land restrictions

Coastal Access/National Trails 1

NNR dedication

Greenspace including Country Parks and
Local Nature Reserves

Nature conservation (including SSSIs)

Agri-environment scheme issues (HLS
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and new Countryside Stewardship) e.g.
expiring permissive access agreements,
effects of land management options on

public access etc.

Forestry and woodland 1

Any other LAF activity (please specify):

What are your top priorities for the year ahead?

The Forum will be:

Continuing the investigation of potential for use of Authority owned open access land by
horse riders and cyclists.

Engaging with the rolling out of the England Coast Path that will improve access to the
coast.

Setting up a working group to undertake targeted improvements with rights of way furniture
and surface improvements

Advising on the need for simple recreation management plans for local sites where access
issues exist and commenting on detail.

Becoming involved in a Public Consutlation for Outdoor REcreation Opportiunities on
Exmoor to help feed into the new Partnership Plan post 2017.

Do you foresee any issues or challenges that may affect your LAFs operation and/or
its ability to deliver improvements to public access in the coming year?

The support of the LAF Regional Co-ordinator continues to be sorely missed - this has
undoubtedly led to less engaement on regional and national responses. Membership is an
issue for the Exmoor LAF with several long-standing memberships due to expire this year.

Is there any particular support or training that you need to deliver your priorities or
work program for next year?

The Forum largely receives its training 'in house' and through tageted site visits. Our Vice-
Chair attended the national conference and found it an informative and useful event - we
would like to encourgae NE to continue organising these gatherings, particualry as regional
contact is less regualr. We are investigating the possibility of a joint LAF training day with
Dartmoor and Devon LAFs.

Summarise any feedback received from section 94(4) bodies?

2 The Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 2000, Section 94(4) specifies that it is the function of a local access
forum, as respects to the area for which it is established, to advise the appointing authority; the local highway
authority; other bodies exercising functions under CROW Act Part 1 (Natural England, Forestry Commission and
English Heritage) and such other bodies as may be prescribed. These other bodies are set out in the LAF
Regulations 2007, paragraph 21, and include: any conservation board established by the Secretary of State, any
parish or town council in the area covered by the LAF, and Sport England.
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During 2015/16 the Forum has provided targeted advice to ENPA for example, on the Lynton
to Barnstaple Railway extension - which has undoubtedly given strength to the access
argument and is much valued by ENPA. Time will tell whether the advice influences the final
outcome.

Comments from the Appointing Authority

Open access arrangements and rights of way are to a high standard in Exmoor National
Park as part of the Authority's statutory purpose to provide opportunities for people to
understand and enjoy the National Park's special qualities. The Forum is continuing its
important role in contributing to the National Park Partnership Plan, both as a delivery
partner, and as a Strategic Overview Group to monitor progress against the partnership plan
priority “To maintain high quality rights of way, services and facilities to enable people to
explore and experience the special qualities of the National Park”.

There continues to be potential for the Forum to assist in identifying funding opportunities
and partnership working and to help identify projects that may be supported through the
developing Dartmoor and Exmoor economic prospectus.

Comments from LAF Chair

Any other comments
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