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University Attended: UMASS!!

INDUCTION/ORIENTATION PROGRAMME

What did this involve, how long did it last, was it useful?

The international orientation lasted 4 days. The induction as a whole was fun and

informative. It involved a series of activities and information sessions. The team also

arranged helpful events to get everybody settled such as arranging for banks and phone companies to come to us to help us set up essentials for the year. The induction was very useful however it started prior to term (obviously this is essential) however due to this we were made to pay for accommodation and food for a week even though semester long accommodation and food plans were required.

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Style of teaching, courses, ease of access to courses, methods of assessment, teaching support

The academic experience has been great and a refreshing twist to normal or English

university education. Classes were small, informal, interactive and informative. Access to online materials is via blackboard and the University of Manchester student registration website format – this made life very easy in switching to the UMASS system. Assessments are much more frequent and are weighted smaller – meaning more work to be turned in on a weekly basis. Presentations are common and this has helped me greatly.

MBS INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

Level of support, additional information that could have been useful

MBS international office have been nothing but helpful and have gone above and beyond to make everything as easy as possible.

MBS SECOND YEAR MEETINGS

Any additional information that you feel could have been provided

I feel that the second year meetings gave all the information they could. 

HOST INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

Level of support, additional information that could be useful for future students

Host international office was very helpful and friendly all year. Very easy to deal with and gave the impression they cared about individual situation that you found yourself in. They also use students in the office and so this was great for helpful tips that staff wouldn’t necessarily give.

INSURANCE, HEALTH COVER

Please include any information relating to the purchase of compulsory health insurance ie costs etc. or whether this was waived by having the University of Manchester Insurance Policy

The compulsory Massachusetts health insurance is easy to purchase but costly and

only helpful in the most minor of situation were you find yourself in the University

controlled health services. I separated my shoulder during the year and was assessed and give physiotherapy on insurance however an ambulance would cost you $400 as insurance doesn’t cover this.

INFORMATION ON ANY ADDITIONAL COSTS

This should be information on any extra fees that the University charged but should not include accommodation, books, transport, visa etc. No additional costs other a meal plan that is compulsory but necessary as no kitchens in dorms.

ACCOMMODATION

As much information as possible on what accommodation is recommended or not

recommended. Southwest Area – Freshman and Sophomore; Fun area with nicest dining and rooms. Noisy and most interesting part of campus. Close to Business School.

Central Area – Mixed age of students; closest to business school. Sylvan/North Area – Mature students. Impotence on studying. Not very social and furthest from campus. Smallest rooms. Share a shower with less people is only plus if it makes a difference to you.

DESTINATION INFORMATION AND OVERALL EXPERIENCE

Transport, travel, social life, integration with local students, student activity groups

Transport – Free buses. Hard to get around between 2am-7am without walking. Cabs stop at 2 generally. Campus and surrounding areas are easy to walk to. Longest walk will be a mile. Social life – Decent enough bar scene for mid week and weekend drinking. A normal Weekends there are lots of parties however police cracking down on the ZOOMASS lifestyle. Lots of clubs. Intramural sports (like issl football in Manchester) Integration – Easy. They like English people.

Overall area – Campus is fun. Very small town center and a VERY limited mall is short free bus ride away. Trips to NYC or Boston. Trips – Ski club offer loads of trips. I went on a weekend trip to Quebec plus many day trips were I learnt to snowboard. Easy and relatively cheap ($30 return) to Boston and NYC (Megabus do deals to NYC that go as low as $1).
Overall experience has been great. Best things about UMASS and my year here;

Very social university. Good food in the meal plan (compared to what other universities have)

The gym is amazing and FREE

Loads of sports facilities and clubs

Learning to snowboard

Spring break in Cancun

DESCRIBE IN ONE SENTENCE YOUR YEAR ABROAD

A truly life changing experience that I would recommend to anyone!
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INDUCTION/ORIENTATION PROGRAMME 

What did this involve, how long did it last, was it useful?
This involved spending a week in dormitories with other students who came from international, some English but mostly from other countries, we did activities such as volleyball tournaments and bbqs and got to explore the town of Amherst, then they moved us to our permanent residence wherever that is.
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Style of teaching, courses, ease of access to courses, methods of assessment, teaching support
Style of teaching is mainly small groups (20-30) or large lectures like Manchester, it is a lot more interactive with more emphasis on what students think, their aim is to keep students engaged. Method of assessment is mid terms, which are about two months into the semester, quizzes in weeks and take home work. Attendance is graded and you need to go to all classes to pass the class usually. Access to courses is easy, the university allows for you to pick any course regardless of pre requisites which is good as it gives more room for development outside the business course.

Teaching support is there if needed through emails and office hours, teachers are very supportive of helping students develop. 

MBS INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

Level of support, additional information that could have been useful
The support given was good and I felt supported whenever I needed it, No real information could have been helpful except maybe earlier notification about how important housing applications are to get into the best places.
MBS SECOND YEAR MEETINGS 

Any additional information that you feel could have been provided

Not really but an aspect on the social side and climate which is not just to do with academics could be more beneficial.
HOST INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

Level of support, additional information that could be useful for future students
The level of support was great from them, they offered any support and helped with anything we had problems with. 

INSURANCE, HEALTH COVER

Please include any information relating to the purchase of compulsory health insurance ie costs etc. or whether this was waived by having the University of Manchester Insurance Policy 
You have to purchase the health cover for Umass, and this gives you cover to their health services, there is no waive to this.

INFORMATION ON ANY ADDITIONAL COSTS
This should be information on any extra fees that the University charged but should not include accommodation, books, transport, visa etc. 
No real additional costs, meal plans are expensive but the best way to eat on campus.
ACCOMMODATION
As much information as possible on what accommodation is recommended or not recommended.  

I stayed in sylvan campus, which is about a 15 minutes walk from campus, it is older and smaller rooms and would be considered quieter by the student population, at first I did not like it but as the year went on I found it a comfort to know where I lived was away from everything. The best places to stay are Southwest if people like loud and social atmosphere, central for a more mixed perspective of academics and social. It depends on what people want out of the year, for socializing Southwest towers are a must, for more relaxed central campus, sylvan would be my last choice. 
DESTINATION INFORMATION AND OVERALL EXPERIENCE

Transport, travel, social life, integration with local students, student activity groups
Transport is done by PVTA busses, which are free and go nearly everywhere you need to go locally, Peter Pan and Megabus are the best methods to travel to Boston or any other cities, these are relatively cheap and good buses to travel on (air conditioned etc)

The social life is what you want to make of it, if you are 21 bars are a good option nearly every night of the week and offers good social scene. There are many Fraternity and house parties at the weekend, although these get crowded are fun and offer a good social scene to the under 21 population. 

Integration is easy, Americans are great for starting conversation and will just come say hello, my best advice would be forward, they will love your accent and will defiantly want to show you about. Find clubs that you are interested in, the people in them will be like you most likely.
DESCRIBE IN ONE SENTENCE YOUR YEAR ABROAD
A crazy amount of fun and people I have met mean I feel like this is home now.
