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University Attended – Hong Kong University of Science & Technology


INDUCTION/ORIENTATION PROGRAMME 

The orientation process was a 5 day long process whereby trips around the city and other various activities were organised, as well as a preliminary meeting with your ‘buddy’. I didn’t find the process particularly useful as the majority of the friends I made were either at the university bar, lectures or general meetings around campus rather than forced social events. In terms of academic orientation there is a 3 hour meeting with the international co-ordinator on the second day of term that was useful in terms of deciphering university practices and the courses that you were attending.

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

The style of teaching differs reasonably from Manchester, lecturers try and involve you in discussions and arguments far more than merely dictate to you as most courses involve a portion of ‘participation’ marks. Assessment is based on a ‘curve’ method whereby an A/B/C etc is determined by the class average. This can be problematic or useful depending on your course selection (problematic if you take maths/economics courses in competition with the Chinese!). There is a wide range of courses to take however the access to courses is an incredibly painful process as there are very limited amounts of seats for each class and a very dated method of application. Check with Manchester the credits you are required to do also!

MBS INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

Not much support was generally required from the international office, no real problems cropped up which necessitated help. There was a meeting each semester with Mike Gibbons just as a general check up. There was a mix up regarding the amounts of credits/courses that I needed for HKUST however the international department were very understanding about the problem.

MBS SECOND YEAR MEETINGS 

We were provided decent info about the university however very little was said about how life in Hong Kong in general would be. For those who are moving abroad and into a new environment it can be relatively daunting and info regarding culture, transport, phones, banks would have been useful.

HOST INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

There was not a great level of support from the host international office, especially regarding courses, but again, not much support was required.

INSURANCE, HEALTH COVER

The Chubb insurance policy required for  the year abroad was reasonably priced and extremely efficient when used the one time I injured myself in Thailand.

INFORMATION ON ANY ADDITIONAL COSTS

There were no other additional costs charged by the university.

ACCOMMODATION

The accommodation is one of the best aspects of HKUST as it is cheap, social and close to lectures. There are 7 halls (soon to be 9) all located seafront, with good amenities and easy access. Standing at only 1100 pounds a year it is nearly a quarter of the price of housing back in Manchester, meaning that students have more spending money/less costs. It is share rooms which some may find annoying but again is another chance to socialise, and was no problem for me as I shared with my best mate.

DESTINATION INFORMATION AND OVERALL EXPERIENCE

Transport is of the highest standard in Hong Kong, with MTR (metro) stations covering most of the city, at a very low price and by far the best metro system I have seen in the world. Regular and cheap buses cover nearly everywhere else. Social life is mainly with other exchanges, with 400 each semester, but also entails friends from some of the other 3 universities. Exchanges generally came from Europe and North America and nearly all are keen for travelling whenever possible; in the year we were there we went to China 6 times, Thailand 2 times, Vietnam 2 times, the Philippines, Macau, Cambodia, Singapore, Malaysia and Laos! There are two main areas, Lan Kwai Fong and Wan Chai for going out which provide extensive nightlife. There is involvement with local students in terms of hall activities and ‘pub nights’, however a British and Chinese idea of fun may slightly differ. There is a lot of sport also available at HKUST and myself and a number of internationals played for the university rugby 1sts.

DESCRIBE IN ONE SENTENCE YOUR YEAR ABROAD

A once in a lifetime experience that allows you to combine eastern and western cultures without sacrificing any fun, as well as the opportunity to travel Asia for cheaper than you will likely experience ever again!
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What did this involve, how long did it last, was it useful?

There were a few organised trips before term started that were useful to meet all the exchanges, one was a day tour to lantau island which is good to see more of the cultural sights HK has to offer.

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Style of teaching, courses, ease of access to courses, methods of assessment, teaching support

Teaching is all in English and a lot of the business/management courses are filled with exchange students and teaching is relatively informal. A larger range of assessment is generally used, including quizzes and mid terms instead of one end of semester exam. 

MBS INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

Level of support, additional information that could have been useful

Several visits from a Manchester representative helped meet the other Manchester Students in HK. The amount of credits required at this university was not made entirely clear so make sure this is clarified when selecting courses.

HOST INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

Level of support, additional information that could be useful for future students

Wendy Chung is the person to go to, however unless you search her out you do not see her much.

INSURANCE, HEALTH COVER

Please include any information relating to the purchase of compulsory health insurance ie costs etc. or whether this was waived by having the University of Manchester Insurance Policy 

I would advise getting the Chubb insurance recommended by the Uni as they were very efficient at sorting out my claims and are based locally in Wan chai. Medical support on campus and at the the local hospital is very good and remarkably cheap or free in some cases.

INFORMATION ON ANY ADDITIONAL COSTS

This should be information on any extra fees that the University charged but should not include accommodation, books, transport, visa etc. 

Air conditioning is charged extra on top of accomodation, and is definitely needed for some of the summer months. Some courses require you to purchase a compulsory case study pack for the semester.

ACCOMMODATION

As much information as possible on what accommodation is recommended or not recommended.  

I stayed in Hall 2 which was very conveniently located and I would recommend a double room rather than the triples offered and avoid Hall 5. For those with a bigger budget hall 6 or 7 are much newer and holds a lot more internationals.

DESTINATION INFORMATION AND OVERALL EXPERIENCE

Transport, travel, social life, integration with local students, student activity groups

Transport is very good in HK, getting a Student octopus card is a must, you can apply in the first few weeks of term and it halves your fare on the MTR. 

Nightlife is very good in HK, to save money buy drinks at 7/11, everyone drinks on the street and heads to clubs later.

I found that joining a sports team is a good way to make both international and local friends and the facilities at the Uni are very good.

If getting a local HK phone, I would advise getting a PCCW sim card as I had a lot of problems on 3. You can get your english phone unlocked cheaply in the phone district in Mong Kok.

DESCRIBE IN ONE SENTENCE YOUR YEAR ABROAD

An unbelievable and unforgettable year that has enhanced my University experience no end. 
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It involved a 1-2 hour talk held by the exchange coordinator and some professors. After that we had a welcome lunch to get to know each other. We were also assigned exchange buddies and had an exchange buddy day, which involved some sightseeing activities. 

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

American grading system. The academic system at MBS requires more independent learning and research. In some courses participation counted towards the grade. Most teachers were very approachable and willing to help. 

MBS INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

Friendly and approachable. Timely responses. 

MBS SECOND YEAR MEETINGS 

Most important info was covered, perhaps there should have been more about the grading process. 

HOST INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

Staff at international office were friendly and approachable. More information about the exact grading system (since HKUST’s grades are based on a curve) would have been nice, since many exchange students were confused about this and teachers told us different things. The grade transfer process to the home university should also have been made clearer. 

INSURANCE, HEALTH COVER

HKUST required us to purchase additional insurance. In some cases this was unnecessary, e.g. I already had a private worldwide insurance which covered even more than the HKUST one. And although my insurance company was able to provide proof, I was still required to purchase the HKUST extra insurance. 

INFORMATION ON ANY ADDITIONAL COSTS

Farewell dinner, yearbook and t-shirt, approx. 200 HKD altogether. 

ACCOMMODATION

The newer the hall the better. E.g. at the moment Hall 7 is the newest and Hall 8 is being built. Hall 7 requires its own application. Double rooms are most common although there are also triple rooms. Single rooms (limited) are usually given to full time final year students. 

DESTINATION INFORMATION AND OVERALL EXPERIENCE

The transport system was fast and relatively cheap. There were many student societies but most exchange students were not involved in these. In general, exchange students found it hard to mix with local students and mostly mixed within their own groups (although there were a few exceptions). This was probably due to different interests and attitudes. I think that people should try to work on improving the interaction between those two groups. 

DESCRIBE IN ONE SENTENCE YOUR YEAR ABROAD

A challenging but enjoyable and unforgettable experience, which gave me the opportunity to expand my skills, learn more about myself and how other cultures interact with each other. 

