
CONSENT FORM FOR PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH
Instructions for Researchers on preparing the Consent Form for approval by the Flinders University Social and Behavioural Research Ethics Committee
The following pro forma should be amended, as necessary, to make it relevant and appropriate to the proposed research in order to ensure that participants are able to give free and informed consent.  In every respect the Consent Form must accord with the information provided to the Committee in the application and to potential participants in the Letter of Introduction and Information Sheet.
Line 2 – Delete non-relevant items from the bracketed information or replace with appropriate description of the method of data collection.
Line 5 – Replace first series of dots with the words ‘Letter of Introduction’ and/or ‘Information Sheet’ and the second with the project title, as appropriate.
Item 3 – Delete either ‘audio’ or ‘video’, as relevant, or the entire statement if the interview will not be taped.
Item 4 – Omit if written information is not being provided, or delete ‘Consent Form’ if non-written consent is to be sought (see below).
Item 5, dot point 3 – Delete if participants will not be offered confidentiality and anonymity.
Item 5, dot points 4, 5 and 6 – Retain or delete as appropriate.
Item 6 – If audio or video recordings are to be made and it is intended to make them or the transcripts available to other researchers it is important that participants are made aware that this is an option, in addition to their more general consent to participation. Accordingly, the provision for the participant to choose between ‘agree’ or ‘do not agree’ and ‘tape’ or ‘transcript’ is to be retained.   
If it is not intended to allow researchers who are not members of the research team to have access to the tapes or transcripts, then this item should be deleted.
Item 7 – this should be retained only where appropriate, for example, in cases where a participant is especially vulnerable on account of their age or dependence on a ‘significant other’ for guidance.
Item 8 – retain only if participants will be invited to review and request changes to the transcript of their interview/participation in focus group sessions.
Item 9 – retain only if participants are invited to review and request changes to their contribution included in the report or thesis prior to its publication.
NB: 
Please remember to re-number items, if necessary


The following notes relate to particular categories of participants or types of research.  Chapter 2.2 of the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (March 2007) deals specifically with Consent.
Non-written Consent
While in most instances written consent is required, there may be some circumstances and in some communities where this inappropriate and an alternative means of establishing consent is necessary (see item 2.2.5 in Chapter 2.2: General Requirements for Consent of the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (March 2007) and the Social and Behavioural Research Ethics Committee document Information for Researchers/Supervisors).  
In all such cases, applicants must explain the reasons why approval for non-written consent is requested and clearly outline the alternative method proposed.
Child Participants
For research involving children under 18 years* of age or those who lack competence to give their consent the Consent Form use the pro forma for Parental Consent (see items 4.2.6 and 4.2.7 in Chapter 4.2: Children and Young People of the  National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (March 2007)).
In addition, the Committee recommends that where child participants are capable, they be afforded the opportunity to countersign the Parental Consent Form to indicate their consent. 
* While 18 years is the usual age of consent, the Committee will consider approving participation by those aged 16 and 17 years without parental consent in specific circumstances.  These may include situations where 16 and 17 year old participants are independent of their parents, provided that the Committee considers that waiving the requirement for parental consent would not pose any additional risk to these participants.  In such cases, the applicant would be required to argue their case.
Confidentiality and Anonymity
In addition to being the means by which participants indicate their consent, the Consent Form includes information about what will happen to the information they provide, who will be given access to the data and the level of confidentiality and anonymity that is to be accorded to participants.  The pro forma assumes that confidentiality and anonymity will be assured.  For research projects in which this is neither possible nor appropriate, the form should be amended accordingly.  
Refer item 2.2.7 in Chapter 2.2: General Requirements for Consent of the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (March 2007) and the Social and Behavioural Research Ethics Committee document Information for Researchers/
Supervisors.
Research Involving Focus Groups
In most instances, assurances offered to participants involved in Focus Groups will need some qualification.  For example, the researcher can provide assurance that he/she will respect confidentiality and anonymity, but the researcher will have no control over other participants in the group.  For this reason, the researcher should remind group members of this limitation and, where possible, gain verbal agreement between all participants that they will maintain the anonymity of other members and the confidentiality of the discussion. See Chapter 2.2: General Requirements for Consent of the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (March 2007).
The Consent Form pro forma follows…
Please do not include the 2 guideline pages above in your ethics application
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CONSENT FORM FOR PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH
(by interview, focus group, experiment…) Delete as appropriate
	Insert Project title here


I …............................................................................................................................
being over the age of 18 years hereby consent to participate as requested in the ………………………………… for the research project on ……………………….
1. I have read the information provided.
2. Details of procedures and any risks have been explained to my satisfaction.
3. I agree to audio/video recording of my information and participation.
4.
I am aware that I should retain a copy of the Information Sheet and Consent Form for future reference.
5.
I understand that:
· I may not directly benefit from taking part in this research.
· I am free to withdraw from the project at any time and am free to decline to answer particular questions.
· While the information gained in this study will be published as explained, I will not be identified, and individual information will remain confidential.
· Whether I participate or not, or withdraw after participating, will have no effect on any treatment or service that is being provided to me.
· Whether I participate or not, or withdraw after participating, will have no effect on my progress in my course of study, or results gained.
· I may ask that the recording/observation be stopped at any time, and that I may withdraw at any time from the session or the research without disadvantage.
6.
I agree/do not agree* to the tape/transcript* being made available to other researchers who are not members of this research team, but who are judged by the research team to be doing related research, on condition that my identity is not revealed.          * delete as appropriate
7.
I have had the opportunity to discuss taking part in this research with a family member or friend.
Participant’s signature……………………………………Date…………………...
I certify that I have explained the study to the volunteer and consider that she/he understands what is involved and freely consents to participation.
Researcher’s name………………………………….…………………….................
Researcher’s signature…………………………………..Date…………………….
NB:
Two signed copies should be obtained.  The copy retained by the researcher may then be used for authorisation of Items 8 and 9, as appropriate.
8.
I, the participant whose signature appears below, have read a transcript of my participation and agree to its use by the researcher as explained.
Participant’s signature……………………………………Date…………………...
9.
I, the participant whose signature appears below, have read the researcher’s report and agree to the publication of my information as reported.
Participant’s signature……………………………………Date…………………...
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