IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF ______________ COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

	____________________

Plaintiff,

v.

____________________

Defendant.
	*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
	CIVIL ACTION FILE NO.  




AFFIDAVIT OF ______________________ 

NAME

My name is ___________________________.  My address is __________________________________.  My telephone number is (_____) ______________.  I am over eighteen years of age.  I am not suffering under any mental disability and am competent to give this sworn affidavit.

I am able to read and write and to give this affidavit voluntarily and on my own free will and accord.  No one has used any threats, force, pressure, or intimidation to make me sign this affidavit.   I make this affidavit in support of the truth.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


All the statements made herein are within my personal knowledge, are true and correct, and are being submitted to the Court to be used as evidence in the above-referenced matter.

Further affiant sayeth not.



__________________________








SIGNATURE

Sworn to and subscribed before me 

this_______ day of____________, 2009
_________________________________

Notary Public

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT WHEN FORMULATING AN AFFIDAVIT:

· How long you have you known [our client and their family]?

· Characteristics of our client (i.e., loving parent, hard-working, stable, etc..)

· How often do you get together with our client or their family?

· Are there any incidents or times that you can remember which stick out in your mind? (eluding to a specific event or incident where the other party acted out)

· Who is the primary caretaker of the children when you were/are around?  What does the other party do during this time?

· In your opinion, who should have custody of the child(ren) and why?

· Is/Are the child(ren) always neatly clothed and clean when in our client's care?  

· Have you ever seen the child(ren) with the other parent?  Is that situation different from when the child(ren) are with our client?  If so, please describe:

· Who do you think should have custody of the child(ren) and why?

· NOTE:  When using descriptive words such as controlling, demanding, belligerent, intimidating, malicious, happy, sad, etc., always get specific events that would describe these actions. 

· Use specific dates and times of events 

· An affidavit is like a story.  We must provide a visual in the Court's mind of what exactly was/is happening in this situation.

· NO HEARSAY!  

· REMEMBER:  Even though you think something may not be relevant, put it in anyway.  We would rather have someone object than not to have the information.  What may seem unimportant to you may make or break this case!

*If you need additional pages other that what was provided, please feel free to add as many pages as you would like.  Be sure to add the page number and your name to the bottom of the affidavit and sign the last page.

· For Teachers/Counselors:
· What have the children expressed to you about the current situation?

· Has their attitude/demeanor changed recently? If yes, how?

· How long have you known the child(ren)?

· Which parent is most involved?  If both, please state that.

· Do the parents participate in activities/parties and the school?

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS FOR AFFIDAVITS / WITNESSES:

· ex-spouses

· family members of the ex

· grown children of the ex

· friends that may have been friends with both of you at one time

· friends of the ex that may benefit you

· people that work with the ex

· teachers/counselors

· doctors

· police officers that may have responded to the home during a domestic dispute

· criminal background

· drug/alcohol activity-people who may have been involved

· your family

· his/her family
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