Todd & Lara 

Website Evaluation Form

Because websites can be created and posted by almost anyone, researchers must critically evaluate information they read on any site. The same skills used to validate a site’s credibility may help students evaluate information from other sources. In today’s information age, students must be wise consumers of information.

Assume you are writing a paper on paranormal mind control.

What is the name of the site?

AFDB Website (Aluminum Foil Deflector Beanie)

Does the title guide you to its content?

No

Who is the author?

Lyle Zapato

What are the author's credentials on this subject?

Aluminated Site of the Week- selects sites based on interesting, weird or illuminating websites.

(If you cannot find strong, relevant credentials, look very closely at documentation of sources.)

Put the author’s name in quotation marks in a Google search.

In addition to his websites, what else has this author written?

Aluminum Foil Deflector Beanie

No.

Computer Program: Mindguard

Can this information on this site be validated?

No

Did the information lead you to other sources, both print and Web, that were useful?

It does lead to active websites … that continued the fantasy.

Does the information show a minimum of bias?

Some of the testimonials we hope are fabricated.

Is the page designed to sway opinion?

The page sways opinion in that any authority that may question the authenticity of this website is labeled as being part of mind control.

How current are the links? Have some expired or moved? Why is this important?

Some are as current at June of 2008.

Follow one of the site’s links. What do the related sites reveal about the site?

The author created Mindguard and others looped back to his site or ZPi

What awards or recognition has this site received?

Aluminated Site of the Week- selects sites based on interesting, weird or illuminating websites.

When was this site created? When was it last updated?

Created: December 31, 1997 
Updated:  June 7, 2008

Give two clues that this site is a hoax.

Serving the paranormal since 1997

Special Information for website evaluators.

List two hazards to following the information of this site.

May cause brain damage or increased stupidity.

May attract law enforcement or banishment from society.

Extra Credit: According to this site, what does k12 stand for?

Public education for k-12 and we are its agents.

