Polymathic Scholars - Evidence and Inquiry Certificate
Capstone Thesis Progress Report
Fall 2014

STUDENT, complete this form with your faculty mentor and either turn it in to the CNS Honors Center office (PAI 5.60) or email it as a .pdf by the date noted on the NSC 371 syllabus.  You do not need to attach a copy of your thesis draft.  Be sure you tell your faculty mentor when his/her recommended grade for the final thesis draft should be submitted to the NSC/LA 371 Thesis Seminar instructor, Rebecca Wilcox (rebecca.wilcox@austin.utexas.edu):  12/12/14.  Ask your faculty mentor by when he/she needs your final thesis draft in order to recommend a grade by this date.  The NSC/LA 371 instructor must submit your final grade by the University deadline of 10 am on 05/15/14.  The back of this form provides additional information about thesis grading and guidelines for your faculty mentor. 

Student:  ________________________________________________________  EID:  __________________ Thesis Title:    ____________________________________________________________________________

FACULTY MENTOR, please check one of the following:

___  Good progress: Student has been meeting/communicating with me and has turned in a complete draft of the thesis.

___  Progress, but with some concerns: Communication could be better and/or work is underdeveloped and/or late. Please explain your concerns in comments.

___  Poor progress: Communication has been problematic and/or work is incomplete. At this point it appears likely the student may receive an incomplete or failing grade.
Comments:




Mentor signature  ______________________________________________  	       Date    ______________


NOTE TO THE STUDENT:
In situations where a face-to-face meeting is not possible, an e-mail from a professor’s UT email account confirming one or more of the statements listed may be printed and attached to this form in lieu of a signature.

Evidence and Inquiry Certificate – Polymathic Scholars
Thesis Grading Guidelines

A full range of grades, from an A to an F, may be given for a capstone thesis. An A thesis should be much better than an A term paper, but is not expected to be at the graduate level. The thesis is worth a passing grade (D or better) when both the faculty mentor and the second reader (the NSC 371 Thesis Seminar instructor) agree.  If the thesis is found unacceptable or unfinished, the NSC 371 Thesis Seminar instructor may assign an incomplete and allow the student to finish by a date convenient to the faculty mentor.  Otherwise, it will be assigned an F. Students are entitled to an opportunity to fail. NOTE: Incompletes are rarely assigned and are only considered appropriate in extenuating, non-academic circumstances.

The final grade in the NSC 371 Thesis Seminar consists of two components: Thesis Product (the grade assigned to the student’s work by the thesis faculty mentor and NSC 371 instructor), and the Thesis Seminar (class meetings, assignments, and deadlines detailed in the Thesis Seminar syllabus). If a student misses multiple meetings and deadlines in the Thesis class, his or her final grade in the course will be one letter grade lower than the Thesis Product grade assigned by the thesis faculty mentor and NSC 371 instructor. This is explained further in the NSC 371 Thesis Seminar syllabus.  It is the student’s responsibility to let his or her faculty mentor know by when a recommended grade must be received by the NSC instructor.

Because of the diversity of Evidence and Inquiry Certificate/Polymathic Scholars thesis topics and formats, no one set of grading standards can be applied universally. Faculty mentors assess thesis quality based on the standards for their fields, which varies across disciplines. What follows below are the most general guidelines regarding the NSC 371 Thesis Writing Seminar.

· A grade of A (exemplary) on the final thesis should demonstrate thorough research through a familiarity with authoritative sources and methods of the discipline, a well-reasoned analysis of the research methods and sources used, direct application of the research to the argument being made, a cogent conclusion based on the research, and superior written presentation of the thesis argument. 
· A grade of B (better than required) should demonstrate all of the above, but may use fewer or less appropriate research sources and methods, and sufficient (rather than superior) written presentation. 
· A grade of C (as required but no better) will indicate a basic grasp of the data and appropriate sources, limited application of the research towards the argument being made, and merely acceptable written style. 
· A grade of D (barely passable) indicates minimally acceptable research findings in addition to poor analysis and writing standards. 
· A grade of F is appropriate where the thesis represents a crudely thrown-together last minute effort or even evidence of unoriginal work.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The faculty mentor must submit a recommended grade for the final thesis to the NSC 371 Thesis Seminar instructor, Rebecca Wilcox (rebecca.wilcox@austin.utexas.edu) by the date specified on the front side of this form so as to avoid delays in grade reporting/student graduation.
