
July 2010 (Paper Copy)                                                                                                 FBA-Page 1 of 2 for Preschool and School Age 
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Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) 
         
Name_______________________________  Review Student’s Strengths:         Review Target Behavior: (See PBIS 4) 
    
ID# ________________________________   ___________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Date of Birth_________________________  ___________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Meeting Date_________________________  ___________________________________  ______________________________________ 
 
A                             Antecedents  
             Check factors noted prior to target behavior. 

B                         Behavior 
Summarize behavior at each level of intensity 
from the data gathered during the last 2 weeks 
on the Frequency Data Sheet.  Be specific, and 
look for patterns. 

C                          Consequences 
Check events that typically follow the target behavior. 

 Physical / medical  (discomfort / change in 
meds?) 
__________________________________ 

 Social / emotional  (with whom / negative 
interaction / social skill deficit?)   
__________________________________ 

 Communication  (understand instructions /  
make needs known?)   
__________________________________ 

 Environmental / classroom  (over-stimulated / 
noisy / crowded?)  
__________________________________ 

 Academic / instructional  (too easy / too difficult 
/ not interested / unorganized / large group / 
independent work?)  
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

 Setting events  (response to command / 
transition / unstructured / change in routine/ bus 
/ time / person / subject?)        

      __________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

 Home  (change in home / family dynamics?) 
      __________________________________ 

 Other _________________________________ 
      ___________________________________ 
      ___________________________________ 
      ___________________________________ 
      ___________________________________ 

Mild:                                    
 
 
 
 
 
                            
 
Moderate: 
                                Levels of Behavior   
                                              
 
 
 
 
  
 
Severe: 

 Internal / intrinsic pleasure 
_____________________________________ 

 Teacher / adult attention 
_____________________________________ 

 Peer attention 
      _____________________________________ 

 Verbal warning / reprimand  
      _____________________________________ 

 Loss of privilege  (what kind? school? home?) 
      _____________________________________ 

 Time out  (where? how long?) 
      _____________________________________ 

 Detention  (how long? what kind?) (include #) 
      _____________________________________ 

 Removal from class  (bounced) (include #) 
_____________________________________ 

 Office referral (include #) 
_____________________________________ 

 Restitution  (what kind?) 
_____________________________________ 

 In school suspension  (how long?) 
      _____________________________________ 

 Out of school suspension  (how long?) 
_____________________________________ 

 Legal charges  (what kind?) 
_____________________________________ 

 Bus referrals/suspensions (include #) 
      _____________________________________ 

 Other ________________________________ 
 

Greer
What is a Functional Behavioral Assessment?
A method of identifying  the social,   affective, and environmental factors  that reliably
  predict and maintain  behaviors that  interfere with learning..  Consult with Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports Process Flow Chart  when an FBA is either required or suggested as a PBIS process.


Greer
A Target Behavior is a specific behavior that needs to be replaced OR a cluster 
of behaviors that are related to one another and are a part of the  target behavior.  For example, when looking at Impulsivity as your Target Behavior, the related Cluster Behaviors might include 
- Talking out
- Invading the space of others
- Quick to anger
- Aggression towards others
- Blurting out answers



Greer
To determine the MILD, MODERATE, and SEVERE LEVELS of BEHAVIOR  you will need to utilize and prioritize the information in terms of severity from your analysis on the PBIS 4.
NOTE:    You may not determine 3 levels of behavior but you have to have at least 2.
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                                                                                                                   Name:  ______________________________ 
    ID #:     ______________________________ 
 
 

Function of Target Behavior  
What does the student gain from this behavior? 

Hypothesis 
What variables appear to trigger this behavior? 

What does the behavior look like? 
What seems to reinforce this behavior? 

 
 Attention from:     

 Peers         ____________________________________________________ 
 

 Staff          ____________________________________________________ 
 

 Preferred adult  ________________________________________________ 
 
 

 Power:     
 Control       ___________________________________________________ 

 
 Intimidation __________________________________________________ 

 
 Vengeance   __________________________________________________ 

 
 

 Escape / avoidance of:    
 Activity or task   _______________________________________________ 

 
 Particular person _______________________________________________ 

 
 Classroom           _______________________________________________ 

 
 

 Self-stimulation to reduce    : 
 Anxiety  _____________________________________________________ 

 
 Fear        _____________________________________________________ 

 
 

Example: 
      When Johnnie is in small group instruction and/or gym 

(SETTING) and does not get his way (ANTECEDENT / 
CONTEXT), he typically responds by shoving and/or using 
threatening language (BEHAVIOR) to gain attention 
(FUNCTION). 

 
Fill in the blanks to complete your hypothesis: 
 
When student is _____________________________________ 
                                                 (SETTING) 
and _______________________________________________ 
                               (ANTECEDENT / CONTEXT) 
he/she typically responds by 
__________________________________________________ 
                                               (BEHAVIOR) 
to gain ____________________________________________ 
                                               (FUNCTION)     
 
If this is a specific/one time incident that is being considered for long-
term suspension, then describe the incident. 
 
 

 
For a list of meeting participants, see SST/IAP Attendance Log or IEP Page 1. 

Greer
When thinking about the Function of the Behavior you must select just ONE primary behavior.  Teams may document additional information in other functional areas as related the primary behavior.

Greer

What might "ATTENTION"  look or sound like in a classroom?  
-Pouting when not called on by teacher or staff                             
-Rolling around on the carpet after being reprimanded
-Wandering from assigned area
-Having a tantrum
-Ignoring an adult request
-Calling out without teacher recognition
-Talking to neighbor
-Making negative comments following another student’s response
-Making noises that all can hear during lesson
-Swearing or yelling at a classmate or teacher





Greer
What might"POWER"  look or sound like in a classroom?
Saying “NO!”
Saying threatening things like “I’m going to hit you!”, “You can’t make me do this!”, etc.
Screaming
Slamming materials to the floor
Head down
Pushing away materials
Ripping worksheets
Breaking pencils



Greer
What might “ESCAPE/AVOIDANCE OF"  look or sound like in the classroom?
-Tearing up worksheets
-Marking/scribbling on paper
-Breaking pencils
-Ignoring a teacher’s request to participate in a group or lesson
-Looking away from and failing to respond to a request or direction
-Making inappropriate comments to other students
-Slamming books on the floor
-Knocking over desks
-Leaving the classroom
-Getting sick and needing to go to the nurse or home



Greer
What might "SELF-STIMULATION TO REDUCE"  look or sound like?
-Staring ahead and smiling
-Rocking back and forth
-Lips moving
-Hands in motion
-Making noises such as car sounds
-Verbalizing words with character intonations
-Making loud responses
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