Student Dissertation Preliminary Ethics Self-Assessment Form 
(to be completed by ALL students)
Section 1: Student Details
	Name of student
	

	Email address:
	


Section 2: Project Details
	Provisional project title:


	Brief description of intended research and methodological approaches:



Section 3: Ethics Checklist
	Professional Integrity
Will you:


	1. Where necessary, safeguard the interests of those involved in or affected by your research?

	YES

	

	2. Report your findings accurately and truthfully?
	YES

	

	3. Where necessary, familiarise yourself with the appropriate laws and regulations (Data Protection Act, copyright law, trespass laws, etc)?

	YES

	


Involvement with Human Subjects or Participants
	4. Does your proposed research involve human subjects or participants (as for instance in the use of questionnaires, interviews or participant observation)?
	YES

	NO

If you have entered a tick here go straight to signature below


	The following questions(5-9) should be completed only by students answering ‘Yes’ to question 4
Will your proposed investigation:


	5. Negotiate the informed consent of those involved?

	YES

	NO


	6. Require a ‘gatekeeper’ acting on behalf of an individual (e.g. a child or vulnerable person) such as a parent or teacher?

	YES

	NO


	7. Involve covert research in which you will disguise or fail to disclose your identity or purpose?

	YES

	NO


	8. Ensure participants have the right to anonymity & confidentiality?

	YES

	NO


	9. Assess the risks to subjects’ welfare, psychological well-being, & reputation?
	YES

	NO



Student’s signature ……………………………………….     Date ……………………….
Section 4: To be completed by the dissertation advisor
	The student is required to complete a full SPEC Application Form by (give date):
	YES

	NO



Dissertation advisor’s signature    ……………………………….       Date…………………


