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Instructions for using the interactive budgets

You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader to use these forms.  If you do not have this program installed  
on your computer, you can download a free version here.

You can make changes to the interactive PDF budget files for this publication by inputting your own prices 
and quantities in the green-outlined cells for any item. You will need to click on and add your own estimated 
price and quantity information to all of the green-outlined cells to complete your customized budget.

The cells outlined in red automatically calculate your revised totals based on the changes you made to the 
cells outlined in green.  

When you are finished, you can print the budget using the green Print Form button at the bottom of the form. 

You can use the red Clear Form button to clear all the information from your budget when you are finished. 

http://extension.psu.edu/ag-alternatives
http://get.adobe.com/reader


Sample Fresh-Market Tomato Budget
Summary of estimated costs and returns per acre. Budget based on 500 cartons per acre
 (25 pounds per carton).

Your Your Calculated 
Item Quantity Quantity Unit Price Price Total Estimate

Receipts
Tomatoes 500 cartons 10.00$     5,000.00$  

Variable costs
Custom
  Applying calcium lime 0.5 ton 30.00$     15.00$        
  Pest scouting 8 times/a 10.00$     80.00$        
  Applying fertilizer 1 acre 20.87$     20.87$        
Fertilizer
  Nitrogen 85 pounds 0.45$       38.25$        
  Phosphorus 100 pounds 0.32$       32.00$        
  Potassium 150 pounds 0.30$       45.00$        
Herbicides 1 acre 92.24$     92.24$        
Fungicides 1 acre 479.22$  479.22$      
Insecticides 1 acre 207.18$  207.18$      
Land preparation 1 acre 52.82$     52.82$        
  Plastic mulch installation and removal 1 acre 69.88$     69.88$        
  Black, embossed, or red plastic mulch 1 acre 300.00$  300.00$      
  Drip irrigation (tape and labor) 1 acre 150.00$  150.00$      
  Tomato transplants 5 thousand 90.00$     450.00$      
  Stakes 2.5 thousand 100.00$  250.00$      
Labor
  Planting transplants 1 acre 89.95$     89.95$        
  Staking and tying 16 hours 8.50$       136.00$      
  Marketing and advertising 1 acre 50.00$     50.00$        
  Hand harvest 1 acre 800.00$  800.00$      
  Pest control including labor 1 acre 17.44$     17.44$        
Cartons plus lids and shipping 500 cartons 1.50$       750.00$      
Fuel 16.5 gallons 2.20$       36.30$        



Repairs and maintenance
  Tractors and implements 1 acre 8.92$       8.92$          
Additional inputs 1 acre
Additional inputs 1 acre
Interest on operating capital 1 acre 42.87$     42.87$        
Total variable costs 4,213.94$  

Fixed costs
Tractors and implements 1 acre 60.84$     60.84$        
Drip irrigation 1 acre 500.00$  500.00$      
Land charge 1 acre 150.00$  150.00$      
Additional inputs 1 acre
Total fixed costs 710.84$      

Total costs 4,924.78$  

Returns
Net returns over variable costs 786.06$      
Net returns  75.22$        

You should monitor local markets and contact suppliers to determine current prices for all items contained
in this sample budget.
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