
 
Affidavit of Absent Applicant for Marriage License 

 
Full Name:  Maiden Name:   
 
Address:   Date of Birth:    
   (Month/Day/Year) 
City/State/zip code:   Social Security Number:   
 
Place of Birth:   Citizenship:   
 (City/County/State) 
Are you currently married?  Yes   No    Are you active Military? Yes    No   

If divorced or annulled, date of decree:      

Are you presently delinquent in any court ordered child support payments? Yes   No   

Are you related to the other applicant as: 

 an ancestor, or descendant, by blood or adoption?  Yes   No   

 a brother or sister, of the whole or half blood, or by adoption?  Yes   No   

 a parent’s brother or sister of the whole or half blood?  Yes   No   

 a son or daughter of a brother or sister, of the whole or half blood?  Yes   No   

 a current or former stepchild or stepparent? Yes   No   

 a son or daughter of a parent’s brother or sister, of the whole or half blood?  Yes   No   
  

 
I hereby declare that I desire to marry:     , who is not currently married. 
 
Date of Birth:    Address:    
 (Month/Day/Year) 
Date of Ceremony:   City/State:   
 (Month/Day/Year) 
I am unable to appear in person before the County Clerk for the issuance of this license because: 

         
Those who are incarcerated may not use a proxy for the ceremony 

 
I am unable to attend the ceremony because I am active duty in the United States military and deployed 
overseas in support of a combat mission, I hereby appoint   
to act as my proxy (must be at least 18 years old) for the purpose of participating in the ceremony. 

 

This form is only good for 30 days from the date it is signed below. 
 
   
 Signature of Applicant 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on the  , day of  , 20  
 
 
   
 Notary Public 

 
Applicants must supply proof of identification using a photo ID.  The instruction sheet lists 

examples of proof of identification required. This requirement also applies to a proxy. 9/1/2013 



 
 

TEXAS FAMILY CODE 2.006 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE ABSENT APPLICANT FORM 

 
All information on this form must be completed by the person who is unable to appear in 
person at the County Clerk’s office to apply for the marriage license.  The person who can’t 
appear is called the “Absent Applicant”. Requirements: 
 
1. The Absent Applicant must sign this form in front of a notary public and mail it back to 

the groom/bride. 
 
2. This form and all signatures must be originals – including the notary and notary stamp. 
 
3. This form is good for only 30 days from the date notarized.  If 30 days have passed since 

the notary signed the form - it is no longer valid and a new form must be obtained.  You will 
have to start the process over again. 

 
4. The groom or bride who comes to the county clerk’s office to get the marriage license must 

provide the original absent applicant form and an original government issued I.D. for 
the Absent Applicant for identification purposes.  This requirement includes inmates, no 
photocopies or notarized affidavits.  Active duty military may use a notarized copy of their 
military ID for identification purposes. 

 

Using a Proxy 
 
If the bride and/or groom can’t come to the Clerk’s office to apply for the marriage license and 
one can’t also attend the wedding a proxy(s) must be named.  The proxy must: 
 
1. Appear with the groom/bride for the issuance of the marriage license and provide valid I.D. 
 
2. Must be at least 18 years of age and can be either male or female. 
 
3. If one party can’t be present to apply for the license, an Absent Applicant form must be 

completed.  Only the proxy named on the Absent Applicant Form may serve as proxy.  If 
the original proxy is not available a new form must be completed. 

 
4. If both parties can’t be present to apply for the license, each must be active duty members 

of the United States military and deployed overseas in support of a combat mission.  Each 
must have a separate absent applicant form and both proxies must come together to this 
office for the issuance of the marriage license.  No Exceptions. 

 
5. There is only one situation where a party may be absent from the ceremony.  If the bride 

and/or groom is on active duty in the United States military and is deployed overseas in 
support of a combat mission a proxy can be named for the bride and or groom. 

 
6. Incarcerated individuals cannot use a proxy, the incarcerated person must be present at 

the ceremony. You must ask the facility whether they will allow a wedding ceremony. No 
Exceptions. 
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Providing Proof of Identification 

 
(1) a driver's license or identification card issued by this state, another state, or a Canadian 

province that is current or has expired not more than two years preceding the date the 
identification is submitted to the county clerk in connection with an application for a 
license; 

(2) a United States passport; 
(3) a current passport issued by a foreign country or a consular document issued by a state 

or national government; 
(4) an unexpired Certificate of United States Citizenship, Certificate of Naturalization, United 

States Citizen Identification Card, Permanent Resident Card, Temporary Resident Card, 
Employment Authorization Card, or other document issued by the federal Department of 
Homeland Security or the United States Department of State including an identification 
photograph; 

(5) an unexpired military identification card for active duty, reserve, or retired personnel with 
an identification photograph; 

(6) an unexpired military dependent identification card; 
(7) an original or certified copy of a birth certificate issued by a bureau of vital statistics for a 

state or a foreign government; 
(8) an original or certified copy of a Consular Report of Birth Abroad or Certificate of Birth 

Abroad issued by the United States Department of State; 
(9) an original or certified copy of a court order relating to the applicant's name change or 

sex change; 
(10) school records from a secondary school or institution of higher education; 
(11) an insurance policy continuously valid for the two years preceding the date of the 

application for a license; 
(12) a motor vehicle certificate of title; 
(13) military records, including documentation of release or discharge from active duty or a 

draft record; 
(14) an original or certified copy of the applicant's marriage license or divorce decree; 
(15) a voter registration certificate; 
(16) a pilot's license issued by the Federal Aviation Administration or another authorized 

agency of the United States; 
(17) a license to carry a concealed handgun under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government 

Code; 
(18) a temporary driving permit or a temporary identification card issued by the Department of 

Public Safety; or 
(19) an offender identification card issued by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. 
 

Page 2 of 2 
09/01/2013 


